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BILARLY, THE SLAVE CHAMPION. | Bilarly, who heard the firing at his town, 


(Resumed.) 


THE romance of real life, illustrated by the 
history of Bilarly, is being acted out. The 
last page in it, up to the time of our going 
to press, is presented to us through the co- 
lumns of the New Era of the 26th Janu- 
ary ult. It is as follows, and we deem that 
no apology is due to our readers from us, 
for resuming this interesting narrative. 


At last the Chief of Mellicourie, Bore Lahi, 
has commenced the offensive against Bilarly. 
Sattan Lahi, commonly known as Lahi Kar- 
woolah, from the latter being the name of 
his town, could not continue active warfare, 
on account of being short of ammunition : 
he thereupon resolved upon a scheme of du- 
plicity, which was to send his treaty with 
this Government down to the Governor, ac- 
companied with a letter, that he required his 
stipend, in order to conciliate the natives 
about him, as well as the Limbas, and thereby 
re-establish peace and revive commerce, by 
opening the paths in and through the Scar- 
cies to the interior. Upon the faith of these 
promises the stipend was paid ; but no sooner 
~ than converted into powder in this very 
colony. 

When Sattan found himself restocked with 
powder, he sent word to Caretum Ker- 
moccah (Bilarly’s uncle) at Kookoona, as 
well as to Bore Lahi, who was outside, and a 
little distance from Kookoona. It was planned 
that the three forces should join at a given 
distance beyond Kookoona, and proceed to 
Woondeylahya, a Limba town, which they 
did, and, making a forcible attack, repulsed 
and drove the Limbas out of the town. 





instantly collected his fellow-emancipated 
slaves, and, after a brief harangue, in which 
he told them the Limbas were being killed 
on their account, and exhorted them to push 
on to the rescue, and, rather than leave the 
field ingloriously, to leave their corpses there, 
he marched on to the outskirts of Wondey- 
lahya. Meeting the retreating Limbas, he 
rallied and re-embodied them; and giving 
two or three of his own warriors to lead 
them, directed them to take a bye-path, and 
impede the retreat of the Soosoos. The mo- 
ment they departed he marched on to Kama- 
totta, the town next intended to be attacked 
by Bore Lahi, Caretum Kermoccah, and 
Sattan Lahi. Immediately on reaching this 

lace, he twisted a red taffeta turban around 
his head, and a similar sash about his waist, 
in order that the enemy might distinguish 
him ; and, so soon as he descried the Soosoos, 
went forward before the whole of his army, 
and, in front of them, shouted out, “Why do 

ou fight the Limbas on account of Bilarly? 

ere lam: now fight me! You have burnt 
the Limba town of Woondeylahya; but J 
won’t allow you to burn Kamatotta.—Fire 
away!” 

In this conflict Bilarly espied his uncle, 
Caretum Kermoccah, who had before treated 
him so cruelly. He singled him out as his 
prey rushed among the Soosoos, seized him, 
and carried him away triumphantly as his 

risoner. Caretum Kanne, the relent- 
ess uncle of Bilarly, is now his prisoner. 
The repulse was awful. Bilarly drove the 
Soosoos back, after making fifteen head war- 
riors prisoners, some of whom he is said to 
have afterwards killed. In their retreat the 
Soosoos were met by the Limbas, led on by 
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Bilarly’s war-men, and pursued by Bilarly 
in person; and nearly forty again fell. In 
this skirmish about sixty men were killed, 
besides prisoners. 

Since the Kookoonas began the attempt to 
capture ‘Bilarly, all the legitimate children of 
his father have fallen in fighting against 
him. Now he has made a prisoner of a 
second uncle; and but three more relatives 
remain who disown their consanguinity. 

Inspector Lawson was last week sent by 
His Excellency the Governor to endeavour to 
reconcile matters. He has since returned, 
but we have not yet heard the issue of his 
visit. 

The report that the Limbas raised a stock- 
ade near Cambia, which alarmed the traders, 
is not without foundation. But the stockade 
was not erected against, but in behalf of the 
traders. There were numerous Soosoos who 
were partisans of Lahi Karwoolah’s, and were 
there to plunder the traders, if Lahi was suc- 
cessful against the Limbas. Bilarly there- 
fore sent to the Loco country for the head- 
men Lanehey, who came with a large army, 
which Bilarly directed to establish themselves 
not far from Cambia, and on the road to Kar- 
woolah (Sattan Lahi’s place). These men 
were to co-operate with Lamina Barmoy in 
case either the Soosoos at Cambia or Lahi 
Karwoolah wished to plunder Cambia. That 
the Soosoos crossed over from Cambia to the 
other side of the river is correct; but'those 
only crossed who were inimical to Bilarly, 
and who were significantly warned to make 
themselves scarce. The traders in the Cam- 
bia have nothing to apprehend as long as 
Bilarly keeps his troops guarding the place. 


In addition to the foregoing, we think the 
annexed letter to the Editor, bearing on 
the then position of things, may be useful 
as a connecting link in the narrative, whilst 
it also shews that the Governor of Sierra 
Leone (Colonel Hill) is not a mute or a disin- 
terested spectator of the struggle now going 
on. 


“ Cambia, Great Scarcies River, 
“11th January 1856. 

** Srr,—Allow me to lay before your readers a 
few facts respecting the river Scarcies. 

‘It is some time since the trade in this river, 
which was before in a tolerable condition, has 
become discouraging to all who are interested in 
it; and this is owing to the ignorance of Sattan 
Lahi, the supposed Chief of Cambia, and who is 
in treaty with the Government of Sierra Leone 
to establish and keep peace in his country, and 
to allow the tribes in the interior to come down 
with their produce to make trade. 

“ This chief, without any cause, was led away 
by a few bars from the Soosoos, to proclaim war 
against the Limbas, who were once his familiar 
friends: from a little flattery, accompanied with 
the bars above named, his ambition was raised to 
such a pitch, that he thought, by warring with 
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the Limbas, he would be able to capture the 
brave Bilarly. 

‘‘ Such being his vicious views, he proceeded, a 
few months ago, without consulting his subjects, 
with some vain followers who armed themselves 
to fight against the Limbas, who were not at all 
disposed to be at variance with him; but from 
the repeated impositions practised towards them, 
and his preventing them from coming to Cambia 
to buy tobacco, salt, and other necessaries, they 
resolved rather to die than be thus contemptibly 
treated. 

“For the last three months they have been 
strongly engaged in the fight, and, during this 
time, not all the entreaties of the neighbouring 
chiefs could deter Sattan Lahi from his perni- 
cious designs. 

**T was put in possession, two days ago» of an 
account from the seat of war, by which I am in- 
formed that the Limbas are gaining rapidly the 
Ypper hand of Sattan Lahi and the Soosoos ; and 
in a recent attack fifty of the latter tribe were 
killed, ten made prisoners of war; and among 
the latter there are very respectable persons, one 
of whom is a chief of a town called Sar Yar, some 
few miles from the town of Mellicourie. 

* Sattan Lahi, finding that things are turning 
out contrary to his expectations, will very will- 
ingly yield, I believe, to any terms of peace, and 
put away his grisgrees, provided the peace be 
effected by the interference of the Governor of 
Sierra Leone: otherwise he will be ashamed to 
return to his friends,to whom he vaunted and 
promised that he would not return until he had 
obtained the object of his undertaking. I am 
also told that he is applying to the Chief of Port 
Loko, and other places, for assistance, as he is 
daily defeated by the Limbas. The Limbas have 
also determined to have the road to Cambia 
opened. 

“ His Excellency Governor Hill, in answer to 
a petition from the British traders in the Cambia, 
has kindly promised to send an officer to point 
out to Sattan Lahi the impropriety with which 
he is acting, against the treaty he holds with the 
British Government, and to endeavour to effect 
peace between Sattan Lahi and the Limbas. 

“We sincerly hope that the expected officer 
will ere long arrive, and his mission be attended 
with success, and commerce be re-established, 
which will be a satisfaction to the Limbas, and 
an encouragement to the traders. 

“On several occasions the traders were re- 

uested, by those who are in favour with Sattan 
i, to remove from Cambia, as they were pre- 
paring to drive away from Cambia all those who 
are against Sattan Lahi. Sarmina Bommoi, 
who, in the absence of the chief, acts as the Go- 
vernor, was also to be driven away, on account of 
his refusing to assist Sattan Lahi in his iniquitous 
acts. During this period the greater part of the 
natives have removed from Cambia, with all their 
effects ; but the poor traders, some of whom have 
a large amount of goods on hand, finding it impos- 
sible to remove without timely notice, were at a 
loss what to do; but Bommoi, who is always for 
peace, encouraged the traders, and assured them 
of their being safe under his protection. On one 
occasion the threatenings were so frightful, that 
all the traders had to arm themselves, and watch 
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the whole night against their properties being 
burnt by fire, or taken away from them. None 
of the natives were to be found in the town except 
the Limbas, traders, and a few others, who are 
on the part of Bommoi. 
** The traders are not yet free from the threat- 
enings of danger. 
‘*T am, Mr. Editor, 
‘A TRADER.” 








SLAVERY AND THE AMERICAN 
BAPTIST CHURCHES. 


We take from the Freeman, u journal pub- 
lished in Leeds, and the organ of the Baptist 
denomination, the first of a series of letters 
addressed to that paper by the Rev. E. Mat- 
thews, late of Wisconsin, on the relation of 
American Baptist Churches to Slavery. We 
believe the statements made in them to be 
strictly accurate, and may add that they are 
borne out by the records of the proceedings 
of this body in the United States. This is 
the first time these facts have been given 

ublicly in this country, in a condensed form. 
They shew how deeply the American 
churches are implicated in the maintenance 
of the heinous institution of Slavery. 


‘The example of the American Baptists in 
sustaining forty-three Baptist periodicals, has 
probably had some influence in stimulating the 
denomination in England to establish 7'he Free- 
man as their weekly organ. 

** ‘he name of your journal indicates that the 
defence of civil and religious liberty is a deno- 
minational characteristic. It was undoubtedly 
chosen to remind its readers of the sacrifices 
which Baptists have made in past ages in con- 
tending for the right ; and to recall the deeds, in 
later times, of the noble-hearted Knibb and his 
coadjutors, in behalf of chattelized humanity— 
deeds which shared the approval and co-opera- 
tion of all the Baptist churches in the land. A 
Baptist historian has said, that ‘the supporters 
of believers’ baptism have, under every form of 
government, been the advocates of liberty; and 
for this reason they have never flourished much, 
except in those governments where some degree 
of freedom has been maintained. Arbitrary 
states have always oppressed them, and driven 
them for refuge to milder regions.’ 

** There is, however, an important exception 
to this general rule, a blot which mars the beauty 
of this flattering picture. A story is wafted to 
us on the winds from the West, burdened with 
the groans of Baptists—ministers and members— 
who are chattel-slaves,and echoing also the tyrant 
threats of Baptists—ministers and members— 
who are slaveholders, and who buy and sell their 
brethren. Now asthe truth, painful as it may 
be, is preferred by candid minds to the delusions 
of blissful ignorance, I ask permission to furnish 
some facts to your readers, that they may more 
clearly understand the relation which the Ameri- 
can Baptist churches sustain to Slavery, pre- 
mising that I have resided nineteen years in the 
United States, twelve of which were devoted to 
pleading the cause of the slave. My design is to 
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shew that the American Baptists, in common 
with other denominations, are fearfully involved 
in the guilt of supporting Slavery ; to describe 
the progress of the anti-slavery reform among 
their churches ; and to point out the means by 
which the Baptists in England may render im- 
portant aid in purifying their co-religious bre- 
thren from so sinful a practice. 

“*T propose, first, to invite attention to the 
American Baptist periodicals, because the perio- 
dical press reflects, as well as creates, public 
opinion; and, from their tone on the Slavery 
question, an accurate estimate may be formed of 
the prevalent tone of feeling among the churches. 
It may be added, incidentally, that some of them 
have a very wide circulation. The Christian 
Watchman and Reflector, published in New Eng- 
land, cannot have a less circulation than 15,000 
weekly copies, and the The New-York Examiner 
an equal number. 

‘* Of the thirty-one States of the American con- 
federacy, sixteen are free, and fifteen are slave- 
holding. In the free States are published twelve 
weekly, nine monthly, and two quarterly Baptist 
periodicals ; the remaining fifteen weeklies and five 
monthlies being published in the slave States. 
Commencing with those published in the slave 
States, I remark, that without exception they 
justify Slavery as a divine institution. In one 
column may be seen an extended argument to 
prove that immersion alone is baptism, and in 
the adjoining column an argument equally 
extended to prove that Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit sanction Slavery! This is not surprising, 
because in many instances the editor is a slave- 
holder. 

‘“* The slave States bordering upon the free are 
more approachable with anti-slavery truth, and 
are consequently somewhat in advance of the 
more Southern slave States in the anti-slavery 
reform. Now, what is the tone of the Baptist 
presses in these States? As an instance, I will 
cite the Baptist paper published at Louisville, 
Kentucky, a State separated from the free States 
of Ohio and Indiana by the width of the Ohio 
river. About six years since the Rev. Mr. Waller 
was the editor of this paper, and it was proposed 
to elect a Convention to revise the Constitution of 
the State. Two classes of candidates appeared 
before the people for members of the Convention, 
one proposing to abolish, the other to perpetuate, 
Slavery. The Rev. Mr. Waller belonged to the 
latter class, and, taking his Bible under his arm, 
he set out to solicit the votes of the people, and 
to prove Slavery to be divinely instituted. The 
Louisville Examiner, under the head of ‘A volume 
in a sentence,’ published the following :— 

** We are informed that a very interesting 
discussion upon the subject of Emancipation was 
held recently in Woodford county, between the 
Rev. Mr. Waller and T. F. Marshall, Esq. Mr. 
Waller, who is a pro-slavery candidate for the 
Convention, undertook the somewhat difficult task 
of proving Slavery a divine institution. In his 
earnest advocacy of the sacred cause Mr. Waller 
laboured to shew that Slavery has the direct ap- 
proval and sanction of Jehovah. Mr. Marshall 
rose to reply. All who know the gifted man, and 
his peculiar manner of speaking, can easily 
imagine the effect produced by his reply, as per- 
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fect as it was brief. ‘The gentleman,’ says Mr. 
Marshall, ‘has attempted to prove that the bless- 
ing of heaven rests upon the institution of 
Slavery. J have too much respect for my God to 
attempt to defend him from such a slander.’ 

“ Mr. Waller gained the election, the Con- 
stitution was revised, and riveted more firmly 
the fetters of the slave. He was a slaveholder. 

‘Passing from this Baptist editor, another, 
the Rev. R. Fuller, the possessor of one hundred 
slaves, next claims notice. He is understood to 
assist in conducting the The True Union, a Bap- 
tist paper, published in Maryland. The fol- 


lowing letter from his pen, addressed to the Rev. 


Elon Galusha, a Baptist minister, was published 
in the Recorder and Watchman, a Baptist paper 
of North Carolina. 

“ * Dear Brother—We have prayerfully ex- 
amined our Bibles, and are perfectly satisfied 
that (while Slavery may be abused, and the 
abuse of course be sinful) God has authorised the 
domestic relations here existing. Jesus Christ, 
whose heart, as you say, ‘ was a fountain of love,’ 
and who was terribly severe against every in- 
fraction of the divine law, came into this world 
and saw Slavery existing, yet he condemned it 
not. The Holy Ghost after his ascent expressly 
authorised Slavery. 

*** Grace be with you, and all who love the 
blessed Jesus. 

** ¢ Your Brother, 
“°R, Funeer.’ 

“ The third and last instance is from The Re- 
ligious Herald, a Baptist paper, published at 
Richmond, Virginia. For many years this city 
was the chief mart of slaves in America. The 
following advertisement was published in the 
columns of The Herald: 

*¢Wuo wants 35,000 Doxrtars in Pro- 
PERTY ?—I am desirous to spend the balance of 
my life as a Missionary, if the Lord permit, and, 
therefore, offer for sale my farm, ‘ The Vineyard,’ 
adjacent to Williamsburg, and containing about 
600 acres —well watered and wooded, and abound- 
ing in marl—together with all the crops, and 
stock, and utensils thereon. Also, my house and 
lot in town, fitted up as a boarding establishment, 
with all the furniture belonging to the same. 
Also, about forty servants, mostly young and 
likely, and rapidly increasing in number and 
value. To a kind master, | would put the whole 
property at the reduced price of thirty-five thou- 
sand dollars, and arrange the payment entirely 


_ to suit the purchaser, provided the interest be 


annually paid. * * ScerRVANT JONEs.’ 

** Mr. Jones, professing to be a disciple of Him 
who came to preach deliverance to the captives, 
assigns as a reason for selling forty human beings 
a pious and benevolent desire to be a Missio- 
nary! He virtually claims the right to seize 
upon and hold as his own every child that may 
be born to any of those whom he calls his servants, 
and he proposes to transfer the right to the 
purchaser of his human chattels—to a kind dealer 
in immortal men as merchandise! And the 
editor, a Baptist minister, publishes this, and 
facilitates and sanctions the crime ! 

** These papers represent the spirit and course 
of the remaining twelve weekly and five monthly 
Baptist papers published in the slave States, 





[APRIL 1, 1856. 


** I designed to refer to the number of Baptist 
slaveholders and Baptist slaves, but this must 
form the topic of another letter.” 








THE EMANCIPATED SERFS OF THE 
DANUBIAN PRINCIPALITIES. 


REFERRING our readers back to the article 
in our Number for February last, on the 
emancipation of the serfs in Moldavia and 
Wallachia, under an edict of Prince Ghika, 
we think some account of this class may not 
be uninteresting to our friends. 

It is not, we believe, generally known that 
these serfs belong to the nomadic tribe 
known as Gypsies or Bohemians. Tradition 
ascribes to them an Asiatic origin, which, 
however, they themselves deny. They say 
they are of Egyptian extraction. In many 
parts of Europe they are in fact called Egyp- 
tians, and hence the designation of Gypsy. 
Nevertheless, philological investigations go ra- 
ther to shew that they pervhteria came from 
the East. Their language is a mixture of a 
branchof the Sanscrit and of words, terminals, 
and prefixes, borrowed from the people 
amongst whom they dwell. Their nomadic ha- 
bits and their patriarchal institutions strongly 
corroborate this view of their ancestry, not- 
withstanding that in their bronze complexion, 
black hair, teeth of ivory whiteness, burning 
eyes, long chests, and projecting shoulders, 
one may trace some striking characteristics 
of an Ethiopian origin. On the other hand, 
they closely resemble the lowest caste in 
India, and it is highly probable that their an- 
cestors came from the banks of the Oxus and 
the region south of it. History records that 
in the year 1400 they were driven by Tamer- 
lane out of Asia, to the number of more than 
2,000,000, for there were quite as many in 
Europe forty-two years after. ‘They entered 
Europe by three great routes: one stream 
reaching Spain by way of Africa ; a second 
sweeping into central Europe, along the north- 
ern dios of the Euxine ; whilst the largest 
tide ebbed into the nations of the Danube 
by the way of Anatolia and Roumelia. 

Gypsy bands seem to have first appeared 
in Moldavia in the year1417. Within a few 
months after they were found scattered 
throughout Germany, and wandering north 
on the coasts of the Baltic. The next year 
they made their appearance in Switzerland, 
where, in 1442, there were not fewer than 
14,000. In 1510 we find the Swiss Go- 
vernment making — to expel them, 
as Ferdinand of Spain had done in 1492, 
though cabanceaitelly: At this same period 
we find them in France, where they were 
persecuted with fire and sword, the Govern- 
ment going so far, in 1612, as to decree their 
extermination, They also appear to have 
been in England some time in the fifteenth 
century. In the days of Henry the Eighth 


























APRIL 1, 1856.] 


and Elizabeth they were the objects of fierce 
Parliumentary persecution in England, whilst 
in Scotland they were recognised as an in- 
dependent people, and, in consequence of the 
protection they enjoyed, increased in number 
to upward of 100,000 souls. 

Not, however, to follow their history in 
the various countries they came to inhabit, 
we will confine ourselves to a notice of that 
section of them who migrated into Moldavia 
and Wallachia, and who—whatever their 
numbers originally—are at present computed 
to amount to about 300,000, equally divided, 
or nearly so, between the Governments of 
the respective principalities and private indi- 
viduals, and held, until the passing of the 
recent edict, as serfs or slaves. These are 
divided into two classes, namely, the Crown 
Gypsies, and those who are private property, 
and are employed as domestic and agricul- 
tural slaves. These two classes are further 
subdivided as follows : 

The Crown Gypsies (Domnesk) may be 
subdivided into four classes : 

Ist. The Ruduri and Aurari. These have 
the exclusive right of washing the river 
sand for gold, which abounds in the Carpa- 
thian streams. In Transylvania, too, where 
the art of gold-washing is brought to greater 
perfection than in the Danubian principali- 
ties, the washers are chiefly gypsies. Their 
apparatus consists of a crooked board, four or 
five feet long, and between two and three 
feet broad, having a wooden rim on each 
side. Over this hoard is spread a woollen 
cloth, upon which the gold sand mixed with 
water is scattered, and to which the small 
grains of gold stick. The cloth is afterwards 
washed in a vessel of water, when the metal 
sinks to the bottom. When larger particles 
of sand are found, the washers make deeper 
channels in the middle of the crooked board, 
and in these the small pieces are caught as 
they roll down. These gold-washing gyp- 
sles exercise great judgment in the selection 
of favourable locations, and pay a small tri- 
bute, which, however, does not go into the 
treasury, but is given to the wives of the 
Hospodars, as pin-money. 

The second class of this section are called 
Ursari, or exhibitors of bears, and pay a tri- 
bute of a few piastres to the Government. 
They wander from village to village, with 
bears captured when young in the Carpa- 
thians, and which they teach to execute seve- 
ral grotesque movements called dances, To 
ensure themselves against accidents, these 
Ursari break the teeth and claws of the un- 
fortunate animals, and nearly blind them by 
thrusting a red-hot iron into their eyes. 
They have also a peculiar mode of capturing 
them. ‘They place a vessel containing honey 
and brandy whee the bears repair to drink, 
and in such a position that they cannot but 
see it. The old and the young are unable 
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to resist the temptation of the honey, a love 
of which, if not of the liquor, is their be- 
setting weakness. In the course of a few 
minutes the alcohol begins take effect : the 
bears commence capering, and dance until 
they fall powerless to the ground. The 
wary gypsies then bind them fast, and drag 
them home on their carts. 

The third class are styled Linguari, or 
wooden-spoon makers, but they manufacture 
other articles, and also follow the calling of 
smiths. Of the four classes they are in the 
best condition, some of them having perma- 
ment dwellings. 

The fourth class of Crown Gypsies are the 
Laiessi, or vagabonds, who, having neither 
fixed residence or occupation, live and wan- 
der in corroding idleness, labouring only oc- 
casionally as masons, smiths, comb-makers, 
&e. If they are the most wretched of the 
Crown slaves, they are the most independent. 
For a few piastres annual tribute, they are 
permitted to pasture their horses in the vici- 
nity of the villages and highways. The 
majority live by theft, sleeping by day and 
plundering by night. The females wander 
about interpreting dreams and omens, and 
telling fortunes. In most respects they re- 
semble the gypseys known amongst our- 
selves. 

With the exception of some of the Lin- 
guari, as already stated, none of the Crown 
Gypsies have fixed dwellings. In summer 
they encamp under tents; in winter they 
hibernate, like the Wallachian peasantry, in 
rude subterranean dwellings. Their go- 
vernment is quite democratic. They unite 
in groups of from ten to fifteen families, 
under the authority of one of the band, who 
is styled a Jude, or Judge, and who are in 
turn subordinate to a chief called their Bal- 
bussa, who is chosen in full assembly, in the 
open air, and who, as well as the subordi- 
nate judges, must be confirmed in his autho- 
rity by the military governor of the Princi- 
pality. The former stands between the 
gypsies and the hospodars. He apportions 
the tribute that is to be paid ; acts as supreme 


judge in cases where an appeal is made to hisg 


authority; punishes the guilty, generally with 
his own hand, and occasionally informs the 
Government of the condition of his subjects, 
who stand in greater fear of him than of 
the Prince himself. It is indispensable that 
he should belong to a family from which a 
Balbussa has already been selected. He 
must be better clothed than his fellows, ripe 
in years, and of imposing stature and bear- 
ine. He usually rides on horseback, in 
order to be distinguished from the other gyp- 
sies, and has the right to wear a beard, a 
long red cloak, leather boots of a red or 
yellow colour, and also to carry a knout to 
punish delinquents. $x 

The slaves, or gypsy-serfs, held as private 
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property, who constitute the second class, 
and in contradistinction to those held by the 
Government, belong either to religious esta- 
blishments called cloisters, or to private indi- 
viduals. They are subdivided into two 
classes, namely, the Laiessi and the Vdtrassi. 
The former roam about under their Jude, 
differing from the Laiessi of the Crown 
only in paying tribute to the cloisters and to 
private individuals instead of the Govern- 
ment. ‘These cloisters, and similar religious 
institutions, are more numerous in Molduvia 
and Wallachia than in almost any part of 
the world, and possess more than one-third of 
the real estate in the Principalities. In the 
year 1848 a law was passed manumitting 
the slaves belonging to the cloisters, but it 
was disregarded. 

The second class of this section, namely, 
the Vatrassi, have fixed dwellings, and their 
position corresponds in essential particulars 
to that of the domestic and field slaves in the 
Southern States of the American Union. 
They are the property principally of the 
wealthy Bovail families and, from being 
constantly brought into contact with their 
masters, have lost many of the distinct cha- 
racteristics of their race ; so much so, indeed, 
as to render it difficult to distinguish them 
from the Wallachian peasantry. Some of 
them live in villages, engaging in agricul- 
ture, or working as masons, smiths, tailors, 
shoemakers, &c., but the greater number do 
service in the city palaces of the Boyards. 

How these were enslaved does not appear 
very clear. Probably their ancestors, as well 
as those of the other classes previously de- 
scribed, were reduced to the condition of 
slavery soon after their appearance in the 
Principalities, not as prisoners of war, nor as 
the debtors of the wealthy Boyards, but by 
the right of the strongest. Their condition 
was most pitiable, and the few efforts that 
were made to ameliorate it were unattended 
with success, or, at least, very trifling. In 
fact, although—as has been urged with re- 
spect to Turkish Slavery—there are some 
points of difference between the condition of 
the slaves in the Danubian Principalities, and 
What of the same class in America, it is cha- 
racteristic of the system of Slavery any- 
where, that its influence upon master and 
slave is essentially identical. Family ties are 
disregarded ; virtue is outraged ; marriage is 
dishonoured ; and humanity is insulted and 
wronged. The ordinary mode of punishment 
for the slave used to be the bastinado. This 
is applied to the soles of the feet, the latter 
being elevated so that merely the head and 
the shoulders of the sufferer rest upon the 
ground. The lash, the spiked collar, and 
close confinement, were also commonly em- 
ployed. The right and power of the master 
were absolute. In Bucharest it used to be 
no unusual thing to hear that this or that 
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Boyard had murdered one or more of his 
slaves. Gypsy blood flows in the veins of 
the highest Boyard families, as negro blood 
does in some of the “best families” of Vir- 
ginia and other Southern States. The price 
of slaves varies, of course. Males may be 
purchased for less than 40/. sterling ; females 
are much more expensive, their value de- 
pending greatly on their youth and personal 
attactions. The education of the whole class 
was not even thought of, much less provided 
for, whilst so complete was the authority of 
the Boyards over their human chattels, that 
the government officers were not allowed to 
make, in the census, a return of the number 
of slaves. Before the occupation of the 
Principalities, many thousands of the then 
Wallachian gypsy-slaves were under the pro- 
tection of the Austrian Consulate at Bucha- 
rest, which has been pretty constant and 
consistent in protecting these unfortunate 
persons from the cruelty and rapacity of their 
masters. We presume that this is the class 
which will be most benefited by the recent 
edict of emancipation ; and it is certainly to 
the credit of their masters that the latter 
have unanimously refused to accept the in- 
demnity which it was proposed should be 
awarded to them. 








THE AGGRESSIONS OF SLAVERY. 


WE extract the followlng succinct outline 
of the aggressions of Slavery, as presented 
by Governor Chase, of Ohio, in his message 
to the Legislature of that State at the open- 
ing of the present session. 


**By cessions from slave States, and by 
treaties with foreign governments, vast terri- 
tories have been acquired, in all of which the 
original policy of the Government required pro- 
hibition, but to none of which was prohibition 
actually applied, until resistance to the further 
increase 0 Blavery and the slave power in the 
Republic, by the admission of Missouri as a slave 
State, led to the great contest between the Ex- 
tensionists and the Restrictionists, which, in 
1820, terminated in the adjustment generally 
known as the Missouri Compromise. 

“The terms of that Compromise were these— 
That Missouri should be admitted with Slavery ; 
that Slavery should be for ever prohibited in the 
territory acquired from France, north of 36 deg. 
30 min., except Missouri; and that Congress 
should refrain, for the present at least, from 
legislative prohibition south of 36 deg. 30 min. 
This Jast term was only implied: it was not 
expressed. 

‘This Compromise, in substance and effect, 
was a compact between the slaveholding and the 
non-slaveholding sections of the country, and 
was universally so regarded. It yielded to 
Slavery absolutely the territory occupied by 
Missouri, and it left without the protection of 
prohibition all the residue of territory acquired 
under the French Treaty, south of 36 deg. 30 
min. As the original policy of the country, and 
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the true principles of the constitution, required 
the exclusion of Slavery from the whole of this 
territory, it was to be expected that this adjust- 
ment would be received with much dissatisfaction 
in the free States. It was so received; but 
after a time, for the sake of peace, and in the 
full belief that its stipulations in respect to the 
territory north of 36 deg. 30 min. would be 
faithfully observed, the people acquiesced in it. 

** Concession invites aggression. Having suc- 
ceeded in establishing Slavery in Missouri, the 
slave-power soon insisted upon the implied term 
of the Compromise as a positive stipulation of 
the allowance of Slavery south of 36 deg. 30 
min.; not only in the territory acquired from 
France, but in all other territory, whenever and 
however acquired, in which Slavery might exist 
at the time of acquisition. This interpretation 
was tacitly admitted; and under the Com- 
promise, thus interpreted, Arkansas, Texas, 
Florida, came into the Union as slave States, 
and the small remainder of the territory south 
of 30 degrees 30 minutes was allotted to slave- 
holding 5 a tribes. 

‘** All the territory south of the Missouri line 
—whether acquired before or after the date of 
the Compromise—was thus incorporated into 
slave States, or otherwise appropriated to 
Slavery, under the slaveholding interpretation 
of the compact. Nothing was left to freedom or 
settlement by non-slaveholding freemen except 
the territory north of the Missouri line. The 
freedom of this territory, it was thought, was 
firmly secured. Guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion, protected by original policy, guarded by a 
compact, in the fulfilment of which so much had 
been yielded that it seemed impossible for Slavery 
to ask more, the people of the free States never 
dreamed that it could be invaded or endangered. 
But this anticipation proved illusory. When 
the time arrived for the organization of govern- 
ment for this territory, with a view to open it 
for settlement and cultivation, the country was 
astounded by the demand of the slave-power for 
the abrogation of the Missouri prohibition. At 
first the demand was heard with incredulous 
amazement, and then with unavailing indigna- 
tion. It availed nothing to appeal to plighted 
faith—nothing to appeal to ancient policy or 
constitutional guarantees. The great dominant 
power of Slavery demanded the sacrifice of free- 
dom, and the oblation must be made. The Mis- 
souri Prohibition was repealed; the Compromise 
of 1820— performed to the letter, and far beyond 
the letter, by the free States—was broken up 
and destroyed by the slave States to avoid the 
fulfilment of its only stipulation in favour of 
freedom. 

‘*The pretences under which the wrong was 
perpetrated give additional keenness to the sense 
of injury. 

** It was boldly asserted that the Prohibition 
was unconstitutional. The power to prohibit 
territorial Slavery had been exercised by the 
first Congress under the Constitution in the Act 
providing for continuing in full effect the Ordi- 
nance of 1787. The Constitution, in express 
terms, had conferred on Congress the power to 
make all needful rules and regulations concern- 
ing the territory of the United States. This 
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provision had been uniformly regarded as autho- 
rizing all territorial legislation. Almost every 
Congress had exercised the power, and almost 
every President had approved its exercise. The 
very persons who denied the power to prohibit 
Slavery, asserted the power to establish terri- 
torial Governments, and to define their depart. 
ments and powers, and therefore, in denying the 
power of prohibition, were reduced to the ne- 
ag of denying that the greater includes the 
ess. 
“Under these circumstances, after the pro- 
hibition had remained unquestioned for more 
than the third of a century, the denial of its con- 
stitutionality rather provoked indignation than 
excited doubt. 

“Tt was also insisted that the doctrine of 
suet sovereignty required the repeal of the 

rohibition. This was a mere abuse of terms. 
The true idea of popular sovereignty demands 
as a primary essential condition the recognition 
of inalienable personal rights. There can be no 
genuine popular sovereignty where a portion of 
the population is enslaved. The prohibition of 
Slavery is therefore a necessary pre-requisite to 
a real sovereiguty of the people. In the sense 
of the apologists for repeal, popular sovereignty 
signifies nothing but the right of a portion of the 
community to enslave the rest. It begins by the 
denial of the natural rights of man. It must 
end in the total subversion of the fundamental 
principles of American institutions. For a free 
and independent people, it would substitute a 
community of masters, dependants, and slaves. 

“Such is the repulsive theory. In practical 
operation it has not proved more attractive. As 
embodied in the Nebraska-Kansas bill, it has 
been fruitful of nothing but evil. It has not 
conferred a single substantial benefit upon the 
settlers of either territory. In no respect are 
they distinguished from the settlers of Minne- 
sota, where Slavery is prohibited, except by ex- 
posure to its evils. The sole special effect of the 
Nebraska-Kansas Act upon the territories or- 
ganized under it is to open them to the intro- 
duction of slaves. In one of them it has led to 
desperate attempts to effect that object—to in- 
vasion, usurpation, violence, bloodshed—almost 
to civil war. Crimes like these are not the 
legitimate fruits of that doctrine of popular self- 
government, to the maintenance of which our 
fathers pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
their honour. 

‘In all these things our own State has a deep 
and peculiar interest. Our own history furnishes 
the most complete vindication of the policy of 
Slavery prohibition. We occupy, in part, the 
soil protected from the blight of Slavery by the 
Ordinance of 1787. For more than half a 
century the people of Ohio have been accustomed 
to regard that Dedinanin with mingled emotions 
of gratitude and pride. Conspicuous among its 
provisions, and in fit companionship with its 
sacred guarantees of religious freedom, of libe- 
rality toward immigrants, of the inviolability of 
private contracts, of the security of private pro- 
perty, and of universal education, stands the 
great interdict against Slavery, acknowledging 
and partially protecting the rights of man as 
man. The words to which we always recur 
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when seeking in the Ordinance the peculiar 
springs of our wonderful prosperity and progress 
are those which embody this prohibition. Never 
did the noble pioneers who laid the foundations 
on which we now joyfully build, complain of that 
interdict as an abridgement of any rights, per- 
sonal or political. On the contrary, they have 
ever spoken of it as the pillar of fire by night, 
and the cloud by day which guided and protected 
them in the wilderness. More than any other 
State, Ohio, as the first-born of the Ordinance, 
and indebted to the Ordinance for her proud 
position as the third State of the Confederacy, 
and first among the new States, is bound to 
cherish and defend its great and beneficent prin- 
ciples. In so doing, we shall be fellow-workers 
with its illustrious framers in their own declared 
policy and purpose of ‘extending the funda- 
mental principles of civil and religious liberty 
whereon these republics, their laws and constitu- 
tions, are erected, and fixing and establishing 
those principles as the basis of all laws, constitu- 
tions, and governthents, which for ever hereafter 
shall be formed in American territory.’ 

‘* No political duty appears to be more urgent 
than this. 

“The question of Slavery, it is almost uni- 
versally conceded, transcends in present im- 
portance all other political questions of a national 
character. ‘The repeal of the Missouri Pro- 
hibition, abrogating the Missouri Compromise, 
opens anew the whole subject'of the relations of 
Slavery to the Union, to the States, and to the 
territories. In determining the true line of 
duty, under these circumstances, it seems to be 
the part of wisdom to recur to the acts of the 
founders of the Republic, and to the principles 
of the Constitution. To me these guides seem 
to indicate a plain path. It leads back to the 
original national policy. That policy, I have 
already remarked, while it sanctioned no outside 
interference with Slavery within slave States, 
contemplated no extension of it beyond State 
limits. It regarded Slavery in all its relations 
as subject, exclusively, to State legislation, and 
absolved the general Government from all respon- 
sibility for its extension or continuance. Our 
return to that policy should be signalized by the 
restoration of the guaranty of freedom to the 
territories which have been deprived of it by the 
retrograde legislation of Congress. Had the 
policy originally adopted been persistently pur- 
sued, the question of Slavery would have long 
since ceased to vex our repose and disturb our 
councils. Should that policy be restored, may 
we not confidently expect the restoration also of 
those relations of harmony and goodwill which 
characterized the era of its adoption, and that, 
through repeal of all national legislation in 
support of Slavery and the constitutional action 
of state Governments, the ardent desire of our 
fathers for the deliverance of the whole country 
from the great evil may at length be fulfilled? 
No worthier objects than these, in my judgment, 
can engage the united efforts of freemen. Frank 
and cordial co-operation for these noble ends 
excludes all invidious and unjust discrimination 
on account of birth or creed, endangers no right 
of any individual or any State, but promises the 
happy result of a more perfect Union, established 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 








[APRIL 1, 1856, 


upon the solid foundations of exact justice and 
equal rights.” 





AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY ITEMS. 


Tue following are from recent American 
files : 

Horace MAnNn oN StAvery.—Horace Mann 
delivered the first lecture of the Anti-Slavery 
course at Boston, and said: 

* Jesus Christ himself cannot, south of Mason 
and Dixon, have a hearing, unless he submits 
to a sort of Missouri Compromise, and adapts his 
teaching to his latitude. Thus, when the slave- 
holders find no comfort in the New Testament, 
they turn to the old book for aid, but here they 
are met with but little encouragement. They 
can there read of the first great abolitionist, 
* Moses,’ who ran two millions of slaves at one 
jump, gathering them out of Egypt, and taking 
them to the promised land. He, indeed, was a 
slave-runner, and should have been now alive to 
be the conductor of the Underground Railroad. 
This same incident, also,” said he, “furnishes an 
example of the manner in which slave-hunters 
should be served. Look at the fate of Pharaoh, 
and you find how the God of Hosts executed his 
justice upon them.” Thus he held that the Old 
Testament, so often alluded to by slave-advocates, 
gives no comfort. 


Tue Hon. Miss Murray.—The Liberator, in 
giving place to a critique of Miss Murray’s ridi- 
culous book, says: 

‘*We are able to add, on what we deem re- 
liable authority, that Miss Murray’s credulity 
and vanity were worked upon by her hospitable 
Southern entertainers to such good purpose, that, 
while among them, she pledged herself to write 
and publish a book in favour of Slavery ! 

“ Tt should also be explained, that not only is 
Miss Murray a weak and silly aristocratic 
woman, but is not always quite sane. She is 
subject to attacks of depression,which compel her to 
be excluded and watched occasionally. In justice 
to all parties this fact should be known. 

“The slaveholders endeavour to excite sym- 

athy in Miss Murray’s favour, by representing 
cc dismission from the Queen’s service as a case 
of persecution ; and by alleging that she has 
given up ‘her all’ in the cause—her sole de- 
endence being on her office. ‘This is not true. 

er office (Maid of Honour) gave her 4002, 
a-year, and she has enjoyed it much beyond the 
usual term. She has property of her own, and 
many wealthy and powerful relatives. More- 
over, the slaveholders are bound to reward her 
handsomely.” 

The Boston Transcript, speaking of Miss Mur- 
ray’s book, says : 

‘The next repulsive spectacle to seeing a 
woman drunk and swearing, we think is to find 
one of the gentler sex defending human Slavery. 
The institution for which even politicians and 
statesmen frame apologies, this woman defends 
in the abstract, and discourses of its practical 
advantages ; but—‘she has no children’ to be 
sold—no husband to be disposed of under the 
hammer !” 











— 





————————— 























APRIL 1, 1856.] 
The Anti-Slaberp Meporter. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 1856. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS AND 
FRIENDS. 


Ir is respectfully requested that, in future, 
Subscribers and Donors to the Funds of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and Subscribers to the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
will make all Money-Orders payable to the 
Secretary, Louis Alexis Chamerovzow. 

Subscribers to the Society and to the Re- 
porter are further respectfully reminded that 
their subscriptions for 1856 were due on 
the Ist of January. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 
Wr have received several communications 
from persons who take the Reporter, com- 
plaining that they cannot procure it from 
country booksellers until sometimes quite 
late in the month, and often not until the 
month has expired. We regret this circum- 
stance; and have only to suggest that all 

ersons who take the Reporter should order 
it direct from the office, No. 27 New Broad 
Street. The discount allowed to “ the trade” 
is not sufficiently considerable on the monthly 
sale to induce booksellers to push the Jour- 
nal, or to take any trouble to supply it; be- 
sides which, we do not really wish “the 
trade” to have any thing to do with its circu- 
lation, as it causes us much trouble, and 
entails a loss to the amount of quite one-third 
of the price of the paper. We would there- 
fore request the friends of the cause to sub- 
scribe to it direct from the office; which will 
ensure its regular delivery, and ®bviate 
much inconvenience to them and to us. 

Terms, Four Shillings per annum Stamped, 
payable in advance. 


TURKISH SLAVERY AND THE 
SLAVE-TRADE., 
On the 29th Iebruary ultimo, Mr. Biggs, 
the member for Newport, Isle of Wight, 
asked the First Lord of the Treasury whe- 
ther it was the intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government, at the Conference in Paris, to 
require, in the changes they meant to advise 
in the Turkish institutions, the abolition of 
the slave-trade and of domestic Slavery in 
the Sultan’s dominions. In reply, Lord 
Palmerston said it was well known that Her 
Majesty’s Government had long urged the 
Turkish Government to put an end to the 
slave-tsude which had been carried on from 
the eastern coast of the Black Sea, and that 
their representations had been completely 
successful; and with regard to domestic 
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Slavery, that was a question which the hono- 
rable interlocutor would see did not properly 
come within the scope of the Conference. 

Lord Palmerston’s reply, we regret to say, 
was calculated to produce a very erroneous — 
impression on the public mind. From it any 
one would conclude that the slave-trade, 
from the eastern coast of the Black Sea—that 
is, the traffic in Georgians and Circassians— 
had been suppressed. This, however, is no- 
toriously not the case, as we shall presently 
prove by extracts from the last papers on the 
slave-trade that were presented to Parlia- 
ment. We are therefore left to surmise, 
either that his Lordship answered Mr. Biggs’ 
question in ignorance of facts, or that he 
stated what he knew to be inaccurate. Again, 
Mr. Biggs’ question pointed to the slave- 
trade in Turkey, generally, whilst his Lord- 
ship’s answer embraced a reference to only 
one branch of the traffic: an evasion not 
justified by any of those prudential motives, 

ehind which it is his practice to take refuge 
whenever he seeks to baffle inquiry. It is 
quite true that Her Majesty’s Government 
has repeatedly urged the Turkish Govern- 
ment to put down the slave-trade, and that 
firmans have been, in consequence, promul- 
gated, closing the slave-marts, and prohibit- 
ing the traffic in Georgians and Circassians. 
But itis notorious, that not only are these edicts 
flagrantly violated, but an extensive trade 
in Nubians, Abyssinians, and other African 
tribes, is carried on from Tripoli, Bengazi, 
and elsewhere, and that the steamers of the 
Austrian Lloyd’s Company are employed to 
convey these unfortunate persons to the 
Turkish ports, where they are publicly sold. 
We can scarcely reconcile our minds to be- 
lieve that the Prime Minister can be igno- 
rant of facts such as these, recorded as they 
are in the published despatches of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Consuls and Vice-Consuls in the East, 
and of the British Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople. 

With respect to the abolition of Slavery, 
Lord Palmerston appears to us to have pur- 
posely evaded dealing with the question. 
Many subjects will probably be taken into 
consideration by the Conference which can- 
not be said to come “ properly within its 
scope.” Domestic Slavery in Turkey is, 
however, one of those subjects which loudly 
calls for the interference of the Western 
Powers for its suppression, because it presses 
heavily on the Christian section of the Turk- 
ish population. It is known that any person 
who, being a slave, renounces his own faith 
to become a Mahometan, thereby becomes 
entitles to his freedom, because it is contra 
to the Koran for a Mussulman to hold his 
co-religionist as a slave. Now the class of 
domestic slaves in Turkey is recruited chiefly 
from the Christian populations of Georgia and 
Circassia ; hence the strong reasons that ap- 
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r to us to exist for an interference in their 

half, apart altogether from the broader 
principles on which we conceive that repre- 
sentations ought to be made to secure the 
freedom of the whole of the class held in 
bondage. The Times of the 1st March com- 
ments upon the proceedings in the House of 
Commons, in a manner disgraceful to the 
country at large, whose opinions it is sup- 
posed to represent, but whose real sentiments, 
could they be gathered, we believe it grossly 
outrages. The article is immoral in its tone 
and tendency, and conveys statements utterly 
at variance with truth. It is much too long 
to be reproduced in our columns; and were 
it not, we should doubt the propriety of giving 
currency to an elaborate apology fora system 
that is universally reprobated, and is ad- 
mitted to be a great evil even by those na- 
tions that cherish it, and the retention of 
which is urged only on the plea of necessity, 
untenable though it be when closely tested. 
The writer of the article under notice 
might read with profit the extracts from the 
despatches from Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, 
which we give below, in the document ap- 
pended to this letter. He would find that 
“‘the bondsman of the East is” not “a Mus- 
sulman, and therefore one of the ruling 
caste.” He cannot be a Mussulman and 
remain a slave. He may, indeed, acquire 
wealth, but he cannot possess it, because he 
is himself property in the possession of an- 
other. So may he attain position; but of 
what real value is position to a man who 
may, at the caprice of his owner, be hurled 
from the pinnacle of greatness to the very 
lowest abyss of social degradation ? 

“Tt is useless,” says the moralist of the 
Times, “to draw any comparison between 
the slave of a Turkish household and the 
beast of burden to which the negro is de- 
graded on an Alabama plantation. A man 
who may rise to command the armies of an 
— to own large tracts of country, to 
build his palaces and lay out his pleasure- 
— to be proud of his horses, and 

mous for the splendour of his diamonds, 
does not belong to the class of which Uncle 
Tom is, to our countrymen, the ideal type.” 

It is to be presumed that the writer of the 
article from which the foregoing extract is 
made has no more accurate appreciation of 
the value of liberty, than of the moral de- 
basement which the term Slavery implies, or 
he would scarcely have hazarded the opinion 
here put forth, that the possession of all these 
things—desirable as they may be in their 
way—can ever compensate a man for the 
loss of his right to himself—of that freedom 
which im to life itself its chief value. 
Is it not more natural to sup that a man 
who, by force of character and ability, had 
raised himself to so exalted a position as the 
magnificent picture above drawn presents 
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him as holding, would, when reflecting on 
his condition as a slave, exclaim : 

Vain honours these, and worthless all to me, 
For on my brow the bondman’s brand I wear: 
Take back the rank, the riches, I forswear, 

And give me only life with liberty. 

The same writer seems to consider the 
osition of the Nubian slave as especially de- 
ectable, when once he has got over the 
horrors of the journey across the desert, 
where “ the track of the caravans is whiten 
with the bones of many generations.” He 
does not hesitate to say that it is “a matter 
of course that when water falls short the 
slaves are the first to be sacrificed, for even 
the beasts are necessary to the masters’ 
safety.” Is it not monstrous to find it thus 
boldly avowed that the life of a beast of 
burthen is actually more valuable than that 
of a man—of the being created in the co 
of his Maker, and vivitied by the breath He 
blew into his nostrils? Is it not disgraceful 
to the public press of this country to find the 
leading journal— whose power for evil or for 
good is so vast—striving its utmost to blunt 
popular sentiment on a subject so awful? 
one annually involving the lives of thousands 
of our fellow-creatures! We speak within 
limits when we assert, that for one African 
who reaches the coast to be conveyed to Con- 
stantinople, at least ten perish on their way 
from the interior; and that, were it not for 
the demand for the Turkish market, the 
internal slave-trade to the North-African 
ports would soon cease. It is simply untrue 
to say, as this same writer does, that “their 
lot is an easy one; that they are protected 
by law, by the feeling of common religion, 
and by a kind of public opinion which blames 
severely any wanton cruelty.” Turkish 
slaves have to do all the drudgery, of what- 
ever kind ; to bear with their master’s temper, 
and submit to his tyranny, as well as to that 
of his underlings: the law makes him 
amenable to his master, to whom it gives a 
sole right of property, and who may, if he 
choose, bastinado him within an inch of his 
life. Public opinion durst not interfere : 
indeed there can be no such interference in 
cases like this, for who is to bear testimony 
in favour of the slave, and to prove the 
master guilty of “wanton cruelty?” The 
whole paragraph is a tissue of false state- 
ments, made either in culpable ignorance, 
or with even more culpable malice prepense. 

The writer passes on to the consideration 
of the traffic in Georgians and Circassians, 
which he complacently assures the public is 
still carried on, though it has been prohibited, 
and will be prosecuted even more extensively 
as soon as “the Giaours” have quitted the 
country. He therefore “sincerely advises our 
countrymen to meddle no more in such a 
uestion.” Yet this same journal, taking up 
the grievances of the Christian population 
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of Turkey, hounded on the people -and 
Government of this country to prosecute a 
war to secure that Christian population the 
rights and privileges of which Mussulman 
intolerance and fanaticism had denied them. 
Now these Georgians and Circassians are 
Christians, reduced to Slavery to minister to 
the bestial lusts of the depraved Turk. 
Surely, then, for very consistency’s sake, the 
Times ought to advocate interference in be- 
half of their restoration to freedom, as it did 
for the concession of rights to their free 
brethren! Unhappily, consistency is not to 
be looked for in the Times newspaper, even 
on questions involving public morality. 

We entertain an earnest hope that the 
representatives of the various Powers assem- 
bled in Conference in Paris at the time this 
article is being penned, will be guided by 
more humane and enlightened views. In 
this hope the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have addressed 
a Memorial to Lord Palmerston, on the sub- 
ject of British Slavery and the Slave-trade, a 
copy of which has been forwarded to each 
Minister Plenipotentiary ; and we have the 
satisfaction of knowing, on the assurance of 
Her Majesty’s representative, “ that the sub- 
ject will receive due attention.” 

Meanwhile we beg to direct the attention 
of our readers to the Memorial itself. 


27 New-Broad Street, 
7th March 1856. 
To THE Rigut HonoRABLE 
Viscount Patmerston, &c, &c. 
My Lorp, 

The Committee of the Britisu anp Fo- 
REIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY are desirous 
of submitting to your Lordship a few observa- 
tions on the subject of Slavery in Turkey, 
and on the continuance of the slave-trade to 
that country, from Georgia, Circassia, and 
Africa, with »a view to induce Her Majesty’s 
Government to use its utmost influence to 
accomplish the immediate extinction of both 
these evils. 

The Committee would, in the first place, 
observe, with reference to the abolition of 
Slavery in Turkey as dependent on the sup- 

ression of the slave-trade, that experience 
In our own and in other countries has de- 
monstrated the futility of attempts to extin- 
guish the latter, so long as the former is per- 
mitted to continue ; and they are of opinion 
that the various objections which have been 
raised against any interference with what— 
referring to Slavery—has been designated as 
one of the domestic institutions of Turkey, 
are without reasonable foundation. They 
conceive that, besides involving an infraction 
of the fundamental principle, namely, that 
Slaveholding in any form whatever is essen- 
tially sinful, and displeasing to God, the 
continuance of the system is utterly incom- 
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patible with the present advanced state of 
civilization ; and that there are two special 
rounds which justify the interference of 
er Majesty’s Government, and on which 
the abolition of Slavery in Turkey may be 
urged. 
_ No Mahommedan can be legally enslaved 
in a country where that religion prevails; 
hence the system presses with cruel severity 
on the Christian populations of Georgia and 
Circassia, in whose persons, as your Lord- 
— possesses ample means of knowing, a 
trafic is carried on which has long been con- 
demned by the united voice of Christian 
Europe. The Committee are therefore of 
opinion that the fact of Mahommedans being 
prohibited from holding persons of their own 
religion in Slavery, whilst they are per- 
mitted to retain Christians in this degraded 
condition, is one of the very strongest rea- 
sons that can be urged in justification of the 
interference in their behalf, of the represen- 
tatives of Christian Powers. 

In 1846, the Sultan declared the slave- 
trade to be illegal, and, in 1854, gave addi- 
tional force to that declaration by the issue 
of two Firmans specially directed against the 
trade in Georgians and Circassians. It there- 
fore follows that at least all those persons who 
have been introduced as slaves since the 
former period, have been so introduced ille- 
gally, and have a right to their freedom ; 
whilst the principle on which that declaration 
was founded is applicable equally to those 
persons who were in bondage anterior to the 
date thereof. 

The Committee respectfully submit that 
this second ground has as much force as the 
former one; and that in solicitmg Her Ma- 


jesty’s Government to stipulate for the im- 


mediate abolition of Slavery in Turkey, even 
on these two grounds alone, they are only 
seeking to induce the Sultan to carry out the 
object evidently contemplated by him, when 
he declared the slave-trade to be illegal, de- 
creed the closing of the slave-marts, and 
issued the Firmans of 1854 prohibiting the 
continuance of the trade in Georgians and 
Circassians. 

The Committee cannot conceive that, in 
the present state of the relations of ‘Turkey 
with this country, His Majesty the Sultan 
would be indifferent to representations made 
to him, in a friendly spirit, in behalf of Chris- 
tians held in Slavery in his empire; and 
they would fain hope that he will be in- 
duced to extend to the entire class who have 
been reduced to this degraded condition, the 
freedom to which they are entitled, and of 
which they have been so cruelly deprived, 
The abolition, throughout his dominions, of 
an institution so odious as Slavery, would 
assuredly be regarded as a signal proof of 
His Majesty’s earnest desire to introduce 
social reforms commensurate with the re- 
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———— of the enlightened humanity of 
e nineteenth century, whilst it would tend 
to unite his Government yet more intimately 
with that of Her Britannic Majesty. On 
the other hand, and eaploring the strong lan- 
guage of Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, the no- 
torious fact, “that one kind of Slavery insult- 
ing to Christians, and another condemned by 
Mahommedans, both being a scandal to hu- 
manity, are practised at this time by the 
Sultan’s subjects, and at the very seat of 
Government,” is calculated to inspire Chris- 
tian Europe with feelings of animosity 
against Turkey, and to excite it to protest 
against an alliance with her. 

In relation to the traffic in Negroes—espe- 
cially in lads of tender -years—from various 
— of the interior of Africa, it is well 

nown that the principal demand for them 
is to supply the Turkish markets; and the 
Committee regret to find, by the returns of 
Her Majesty’s Consuls and Vice-consuls at 
Tripoli, Bengazi, Mourzouk, Misurata, Mas- 
sowah, Canea, Cairo, Erzeroom, &c., that the 
trade is still prosecuted to a very conside- 
rable extent; whilst to the ordinary incen- 
tives which induce the slave-dealers to pro- 
secute their immoral traffic, the authorities 
at Constantinople hold out to them a pre- 
mium of fifty piastres per head, to convey 
them to the metropolis direct, instead of 
taking them to Tripoli or elsewhere for 
trans-shipment. 

It has been stated that a representation on 
this subject was to be made to the Sultan; 
but, so far as the Committee have means of 
judging, it does not appear to have produced 
any result. 

he Committee rejoice to acknowledge 
that the Firmans issued by the Sultan in 
1854, already referred to, were steps in the 
right direction ; as was also the prohibition, 
by the Vice-roy of Egypt, of the traffic in 
negroes across the Southern frontier of the 
country under his rule. Nor would the 
Committee lose the present opportunity of 
bearing testimony to the benevolent efforts 
of Her Majesty’s Representative at Constun- 
tinople, to whose remonstrances chiefly may 
be attributed the issue of the Firmans in 
question. But, according to the evidence 
before the Committee, they fear that these 
prohibitory enactments are evaded to an ex- 
tent limited only by the demand for slaves, 
and that the evil is likely to continue un- 
abated. 

With respect to the nature of the institution 
of Slavery, as practised in Turkey, the Com- 
mittee can regard it only as an unmitigated 
evil; whilst there are some features peculiar 
to it which render it loathsome to the last 
degree, and excite feelings of the utmost 
horror, disgust, and abhorrence. On this 
subject they consider that an extract from the 


remarkable despatches of Lord Stratford de | 
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Redcliffe to M. Pisani, at Pera, dated 29th of 
August 1854; and from Brigadier-General 
Williams to the Earl of Clarendon, dated from 
Erzeroom, 6th of February 1855, will not be 
out of place. 

Lord Stratford says, after referring to the 
public sale of Georgian children of both sexes 
in Pera and Galata: 


“Such things are inhuman enough at any 
time. They are scarcely credible when 
viewed as public transactions occurring at 
Constantinople under the reign of so benevo- 
lent a sovereign as the present Sultan. 
Brought to notice at a time when Christian 
Powers have sent their armies and squadrons 
into Turkey for its defence, and when those 
armies and squadrons, composed of Christians, 
are fighting side by side with Mussulmans, 
and confounding all differences of religion in 
the common cause of humanity and national 
independence, they set at nought every cal- 
culation, and excite the most unqualified 
disgust. 

“There are persons who distinguish be- 
tween Slavery in the East, and Slavery in 
the West. The distinction is not wholly un- 
founded. Unlike the negro in America, the 
slave in Turkey is rather a domestic servant 
than a field drudge or beast of burthen. He 
is not ostensibly ill-treated. Ifa male, he 
rises occasionally to posts of profit and honour: 
if a female, ease, and even luxury, may be 
her portion in the harem of some court fa- 
vourite or opulent functionary. The degra- 
dation, nevertheless, remains ; and the priva- 
tion of liberty, not forfeited by crime, is itself 
an intolerable evil. But the injury does not 
stop there. The slave can hold no property : 
he is a property himself; and, worse than 
all, he is but too often an instrument of vice, 
and sometimes even of crime. His life is at 
his owner’s mercy. Ifa Christian, his chil- 
dren are born to Slavery, as if to reconcile 
those, who never can be parents, to the muti- 
lation which deprived them of that hope. In 
one respect there is no difference between 
Negro and Circassian Slavery. Black or 
white, wherever Slavery exists, the whole 
society suffers. A curse is on the trade. 
Dealer and owner are alike affected by the 
taint. They treat their fellow-creatures like | 
brutes, and are brutalized in return. 

“In Turkey, where the disease, appearing 
in a milder form, is nevertheless fatal to a 
sound state of health, imported slaves fill 
many places in the State, and most places in 
private families, which might be better occu- 
pied by free natives. So placed, they minis- 
ter to those habits of expense and sensuality 
which undermine the strength of the empire, 
and convey but too often the sentiments of 
a slave into posts of high command and 
honorable trust. p 

“Such being the case, it is not too much 
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to expect that, in its own interest, as well a8 
from consideration for its allies, the Porte 
will exert itself to check the barbarous and 
shameful practice which I have described. 
Let preventive measures be applied to three 
stages of the traffic—to purchase, to convey- 
ance, and to sale. Let a Firman declare the 
Sultan’s pleasure in these respects. » Let 
peremptory instructions, prohibiting the pur- 
chase of slaves, be sent to the commanders of 
His Majesty’s forces. Let the conveyance of 
slaves be treated as contraband, on the 
responsibility of all concerned. Let their sale 
within the Sultan’s dominions be strictly 
prevented by the police, and every transgres- 
sion be visited with punishment on buyer and 
seller alike. 

“So long as the trade is permitted or con- 
nived at; so long as preventive measures, 
capable of enforcement, are loosely, or not at 
all, employed; the Turkish authorities will 
justly be open to censure, and incur, to their 
peril, the charge of acting upon principles 
inconsistent in spirit and effect with the exist- 
ing alliances.” 


Brigadier-General Williams writes to the 
following effect, after referring to an unex- 
pected communication he had received on the 
subject of slave-dealing, from Ismail Pacha, 
the Governor-general of Erzeroom : 


“The buying and selling of slaves, by the 
officers of the Kars army, is as notorious as 
any other mal-practices on their part. Boys 
are preferred by these brutes, and the girls 
are sent as bribes to Constantinople ; and until 
the allied Consuls are authorized to demand 
the restitution of these victims to Turkish 
sensuallity, and are provided with funds to 
send them back to their families in Georgia ; 
and until the Porte is bound by treaty to 
send the culprits, so detected, to the galleys 
for a certain specified time, this infamous 
traffic will flourish ; and all which has been 
said, or may be written, about abolitionary 
Firmans simply adds mockery to crime and 
woe. 

“When I saw Mustapha Pasha quit the 
camp at Kars, and fawn upon the soldiers 
drawn out in line to salute him who had 
robbed and starved them, he was closely fol- 
lowed, and that at noon-day, by two Georgian 
slaves under an escort of regular cavalry. 
They had been bought the day previous to 
his ac and this traffic was notorious 
throughout the camp. Your Lordship may 
therefore infer, that had the Turks penetrated 
into Georgia last campaign, very few youths 
of either sex would have escaped pollution ; 
and I feel bound to tell your Lordship my 
opinion on this most interesting subject, 
which is, that if England does not effectually 
repress this trade by a stringent treaty, Rus- 

ia will accomplish it by her arms; that is, 
“if peace leave fer in possession of Georgia.” 
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The Committee have no reason to believe 
that any improvement has taken place in this 
dreadful state of things since the foregoing 
despatches were penned; and seeing that there 
are so many inducements to evade the pro- 
hibitory enactments issued by the Sultan, the 
Committee would respectfully, but most ear- 
nestly, entreat Her Majesty’s Government to 
take advantage of the present opportunity to 
stipulate, in any treaty about to be entered 
into with Turkey, not only for the adoption 
of measures of the most stringent kind for 
the suppression of the traffic in slaves, from 
whencesoever they may be imported into the 
Turkish dominions, but also for the imme- 
diate abolition of Slavery throughout them. 


Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 
Gro. Wa. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 
Louis ALEXxIs CHAMEROVz0W, Secretary. 





SLAVE-TRADING ON THE WEST 
COAST OF AFRICA. 


It has long been a recognised axiom, that as 
long as the demand for slaves exists, there is 
no reasonable ground for expecting that the 
slave-trade will cease. We believe it to be 
quite true, that at this moment the only cer~ 
tain market for African slaves is in the island 
of Cuba; and that whether the ventures 
are made under the American or any other 
flag, or in American or other vessels, or that 
the vessels sail from American, Portuguese, 
or Spanish ports, the destination of the un- 
happy beings is the same. It is not so long 
since the Missionaries of the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society announced the shipment of 
some 1500 slaves from the neighbourhood of 
Whydah. In the course of last year, the 
zealous British Consul at the Sherbro inter- 
cepted and captured several canoes contain- 
ing slaves. Various rumours reach us, too, 
from time to time, of slavers evading the 
cruisers ; so that there is little doubt but a 
considerable trade in human beings is still 
successfully prosecuted from various parts 
of the West Coast, and that the efforts of Her 
Majesty’s cruisers are practically ineffectual. 
Next to the abolition of the marts for slaves 
in Cuba, we believe legitimate commerce, 
carried on by honest agents, and on an 
equitable system, is the one thing needful to 
extirpate the heinous practice of bartering 
human beings. Before this can be intro- 
duced, however, a complete change must 
come over the spirit of modern commercial 
enterprise with the African coast. Trade, as 
now carried on to that region, is not con- 
ducted on principles of fair dealing, if we are 
to credit the accounts which reach us from 
those who are on the spot, and have abun- 
dant opportunity of judging. Hence has 
arisen a spirit of distrust on the part of the 
African traders towards Europeans, which, 
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though it may, and in fact does not stop 
trade, considerably impedes its development, 
and operates prejudicially in other respects. 
In no direction does it do this more than in 
causing the coast-chiefs to prefer the old 
trade in slaves to any other, for at least they 
have an appreciation of the market-value of 
a man, at any given time, whereas the 
market-value of a cask of peng not only 
varies with the coming of every ship, but 
depends on the conscientiousness of the 
trader. We can assert on authority, that 
were legitimate trading prosecuted on equita- 
ble principles, the coast-trade would speedily 
augment to at least two-fold its present ex- 
tent. 

In the meanwhile, the following statement 
will shew what s on. The extract is 
taken from the New Era of the 19th January ; 
it says: 

*“*We have this week to record again the 
seizure in our waters of one hundred and nineteen 
slaves, who were rescued from the miserable fate 
that awaited them as ‘domestic slaves’ in the 
‘native country.’ 

‘**Slavery, under any name, is still Slavery. 
There is no blessing under heaven that can be 
compared to freedom. Those among us who, if it 
had not been for British philanthropy and energy, 
would have been dragged into the cruel chains 
of Slavery, we are certain feel thankful for their 
present condition. Many, who had not the same 
good fortune, perished in a few years in the 
toilsome fields of Cuba and Bahia. How much, 
then, ought we to rejoice when we see our Govern- 
ment determined, by every measure possible, to 
stifle and extirpate a traffic as abominable as it 
is unholy. The Soosoos, our neighbours, are 
witnesses of our determination to suppress the 
slave-trade. Demonstratively, they Tone wit- 
nessed the vessels of almost all nations brought 
into this port, and condemned, for dealing in 
human beings ; they have seen them landed and 
housed, the vessel sold, and subsequently broken 
up, as a protest against a trade unhallowed and 
decried. In the face of all this, and in spite of 
the repeated denunciations of this Government, 
this trade is still persisted in. It is now thirty 
years since we began seizing the canoes of these 
people, and still they persist in carrying on this 
abominable traffic. Surely some compulsory 
means should, if possible, be devised to restrain 
them. It is but a short time since that a num- 
ber of Soosoos were intercepted, with about eighty 
slaves, off the village of Kent, by E. Macartney, 
a manager of the district, and liberated here ; 
and now again, after the lapse of a few weeks, 
J. Mallard and Adolphus Pike, Esqs., of the 
Civil service, conjointly rescue one hundred and 
nineteen poor creatures in this very river ! 

‘** From information conveyed to His Excellency 
Governor Hill, by Mr. Macartney, that three 
canoes, in order to elude him, had embarked 
slaves at the Sherbro for the Ribbee, from which 
place they intended to land, and march across 
the country to the Sierra-Leone River, where it 
was proposed to re-embark, and cross them to 
the ‘Timmanee or Bullom land, and from thence 
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to walk them to the Leopard Island, re-embark, 
and proceed home with them, Governor Hill in- 
stantly commissioned Messrs. Mallard and Pike 
to proceed up the river and intercept these canoes ; 
upon the success of whose enterprise we are 
happy to congratulate not only those gentlemen, 
but his Excellency the Governor, for His prompti- 
tude in the matter. 

* Messrs. Mallard and Pike left this on Thurs- 
day night, the 10th inst.; and so soon as they 
reached the mouth of a small creek close to 
Peppell Factory (which is about fifteen miles 
from this), they made inquiries of the natives, 
which induced them to await the canoes in that 
spot, Mr. Pike casting his anchor above, and 
Mr. Mallard his lower down. On Monday morn- 
ing, about one a.M., their anxious and tedious 
watching was rewarded. A slight and continuous 
dipping was first heard by Mr. Pike: the noise 
of the oars, however, was not heard (they were 
subsequently found to be muffled, as also the 
rowlocks). He guessed rightly that it must be 
one of the canoes, and accordingly hailed them ; 
but instead of replying, they plied their oars 
more vigorously. He therefore sang out to Mr. 
Mallard, who started after her, Mr. Pike fol- 
lowing. ‘The Soosoos pulled so lustily, that 
they ‘iad a chase of twenty minutes before 
they could overtake and capture them. Mr. 
Mallard hooked hold of her twice unsuccessfully : 
the Soosoos in the canoe each time chopped the 
end of the boat-hook off. In the second attempt 
to board her, they tried to throw Mr. Mallard 
overboard, but were foiled by his coxswain, who, 
at the expense of a severe wound in his hand by 
a cutlass, stepped between and saved his master. 
The third time they succeeded in carrying her. 
Mr. Pike coming up at the time, he boarded her 
momentarily with Mr. Mallard. On boarding, 
a Soosoo attempted to cut Mr. Mallard down, 
but received a rather more forcible compliment in 
return, which sent him overboard, and from the 
darkness of the night nothing more was’ seen of 
him. Immediately the canoe-people discovered 
that Mr. Mallard was so ably seconded, they 
jumped into the mangrove bushes. ‘Two of the 
canoe-men were severely wounded; and the 
casualties would have been much greater, but 
orders had been given by Mr. Mallard to his men 
not to use the cutlass except in self-defence. 

** The canoe had on board six men, four women, 
four boys, and two girls, with a crew of fourteen 
men, This prize was scarcely secured, when a 
similar rowing of two separate canoes was heard 
(to see them was out of the question, in conse- 
quence of the darkness). Mr. Pike started im- 
mediately after them, and having the fastest 
boat, succeeded, after half an hour’s chase, in 
reaching the headmost canoe, in attempting to 
board and capture which he was thrown over- 
board; but being an adroit swimmer, he soon 
regained his boat: and in endeavouring again to 
board the canoe, a large firelock was presented, 
which he seized; and being told that one of the 
canoe-men was exciting the others to fight, he 
fired a pistol over his » which immediately 
damped his warlike demeanour: taking advan- 
tage of which, Mr. Pike captured and retained 
possession of the canoe, the crew of which was 
about fifteen, and contained fifty-two slaves, viz. 
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twelve men, eight women, eighteen boys, and 
fourteen girls. 

«« While Mr. Pike was thus engaged, Mr. Mal- 
lard captured the other canve without resistance. 
She had a very strong crew ; but valour does not 
rest in numbers it appears, for they all leaped over- 
board and swam for the shore, instead of fighting. 
In this canoe were fifty-one slaves—ten men, ten 
women, twenty-two boys, and nine girls. The 
grand total being 119. 

‘*The unfortunate creatures were soon made 
to understand that they were free; and we are 
told their shouts for joy was not the least plea- 
sant part of the adventure. 

“We understand Mr. Mallard has again re- 
turned on a similar mission, and we heartily wish 
him every success.” 


In another part of the same journal we 
find the following : 

“H. M. steam-vessel J/ecate destroyed a 
slave-vessel at Boa Vista, where she was run 
on shore by her crew on being chased by the 
cruiser. She was an American brig, of about 200 
tons, was completely equipped for the slave-trade, 
and prepared to take in a large cargo of slaves. 
The Hecate, unfortunately, after this, on 
going into Lagos, ran on the bar, where she 
remained for upwards of eight hours, and was 
only got off by throwing overboard all her coals, 
two large guns, a quantity of shot, and being 
much damaged.” 


THE FRENCH COLONIES. 
THE ISLAND OF BOURBON, 
WE give the following interesting statement 
from the January and February Number of 
the Annales d’ Afrique. It is an extract, 
copied into that useful periodical, from the 
report of the Committee of the Exhibition of 
local Industry in the island of Bourbon, for 
1855, and is, in our estimation, highly en- 
couraging, as shewing the _— the 
free-coloured population are making. 
EXTRACT. 

The results obtained are doubtless not such yet 
as one may expect from so useful an institution ; 
but in the brief space of two years it was impos- 
sible to obtain any more important and remark- 
able. We did not flatter ourselves that they 
would become so good. ‘The number of exhibitors 
has increased considerably, due regard being had 
to the amount of our population. In 1853 there 
were only nine. In 1854 the number attained 
180, and the present year it has reached 277. 
Similar progress has been made in relation to the 
nature and the quality of the products exhibited, 
of agriculture, of industry, and of the fine arts. 
Last year, for instance, scarcely one branch con- 
nected with agriculture was represented, and the 
fine arts had only one painting. This year, on 
the contrary, there appears to have been a gene- 
ral circulation in each branch. We have had 
numerous paintings; the stalls for live stock 
were crowded from the first day, and were found 
to be insufficient for their accommodation ; whilst 
supplementary tables had to be provided for the 
horticultural department. We had also a large 
number of samples of cereais of every kind: in a 
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word, each locality and every branch of industry 
had a place, and was brilliantly represented. 

Amongst other samples of indigenous pro- 
ducts were some of coffee of remarkably fine 
growth and flavour ; nor do we despair of seeing 
the cultivation of this valuable shrub resumed to 
the extent it used to be, when it formed the sta- 
ple of our export trade. If experiment demon- 
strate that it cannot profitably be grown in those 
localities which have been planted with it before, 
and of which it may have exhausted the soil,.we 
do not see why it should not prosper in the virgin 
lands. One sample of what has been called 
maroon coffee was exhibited, the culture of which 
appears likely to be extremely profitable. What 
it lacks in aroma it makes up for in strength, 
and in the French markets it has fetched a 
higher price than any other. This fact may 
rescue it from the extinction with which igno- 
rance of its quality and value had threatened it. 
The vacoua, too, is a tree which is disappearing, 
though highly valuable. The jury have awarded 
the chief prize they had to dispose of to M. A. 
Vergoz, who had planted a patch of upwards of 
44,000 feet, which his seedlings will soon enable 
him to extend to 100,000. 

We hail this enterprise with joy, for it may be 
the means of saving a flagging industry, and it 
must lead to the general benefit. There was 
great danger of the culture of the sugar-cane’s 
absorbing all others. Already it has invaded the 
unwooded flanks of our mountains to a height 
which had been considered beyond the reach of 
cultivation at all. We may now hope, therefore, 
that our planters will turn their attention to the 
cultivation of cocoa, coffee, vacouas, cotton, and 
other tropical products, so that the resources of 
our island may be fully developed. 


The above is quite a condensed statement, 
as is the following, of the circumstances 
under which prizes were awarded to a few of 
the parties who received these marks of dis- 
tinction. 

Ist Prize. Pierre-Louis Joseph Joubert and 
Marianne Arcane, his wife. Labourers on weekly 
wages. In this dependent condition, and without 
any particular incentive, they have planted and 
harvested this year 10,000 kilos of maize for 
their employer; kept up a coffee plantation, and 
prepared a large piece of land for corn and pulse. 
Are distinguished for their activity, their regular 
life, and their irreproachable conduct. 

2. Eléonore, a labourer. ‘This woman, imme- 
diately after being emancipated in 1848, placed 
her services at the disposal of her former master, 
who had been obliged to dispose of her in 1838. 
Has never abandoned field-labour, and her con- 
duct has been most exemplary _Is as charitable 
as she is laborious. Has taken charge of an or- 
phan child and of an infirm old man, whom she 
has kept, though undergoing privations herself, 
and continuing to work for her master. é 

3. Joseph Micot, servant. Faithful to his 
masters, both before and since emancipation, 
Since the latter period, has worked for and kept 
his old mistress, who has become blind. Every 
evening, after having attended to his work in- 
doors, he goes out to work, and brings home the 
proceeds of his labour, which he shares with her. 
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4. Victor Reaur, workman. Designated by 
the curé of his district as the most exemplary man 
in it. 

5. Furcy Muréna, overseer. 
of by the curé of Sainte-Suzanne. 

6. Henri Collin, husbandman. 


Highly spoken 


Has by dint 
of waveggag and economy become a proprietor. 
Brings up his family in habits of — 

7. Théodore Burloor, husbandman. Has also 
become a rietor, and keeps his family on the 
proceeds of his farm. Is also tenant of a piece 
of land which he cultivates with skill, and has 
converted into a cane-patch. 

_ 8. Paulin Leroux, husbandman. Honourably 
mentioned as a persevering and honest labourer. 

9. Priva Baucis, artisan, A pattern of pro- 
bity, order, and activity. Although he has a 
numerous family, he has found means to bring 
up and educate a young orphan whom he has 
adopted. 

The list contains some sixteen more names, 
all the parties designated having distin- 
guished themselves for their fidelity to their 
employers, their skill, and their industry. 


WEST-INDIA INTELLIGENCE. 
GENERAL SUMMARY. 
JAMAICA. 
OvR accounts from this island are dated up 
to the 26th of February. 

The House of Assembly had passed several 
Bills of local interest, and, amongst others, 
one for levying a house-tax to raise 12,0000. 
a year, to be devoted to educational pur- 
— The measure had been proposed be- 
ore the vacation, and excited much opposi- 
tion, on the ground of its being based on an 
erroneous and unjust principle. The Go- 
vernment party in the Assembly, however, 
taking advantage of the absence of country 
‘members, hurried the Bill through the 
House, and it was passed. Thereupon pub- 
lic meetings were got up by the Dissentin 
bodies, protesting against the measure, which 
was finally thrown out by the Legislative 
Assembly, greatly to the satisfaction of the 

ublic. 

The budget for the present year, instead of 
shewing, as Sir H. Barkly announced it 
would at the opening of the session, a sur- 
plus, exhibits a deficit of 2041/. 17s., which 
it is said will be exceeded, as some of the 
items of revenue are over-estimated. Great 
dissatisfaction has been caused by the man- 
ner in which, after being defeated previously 
to the close of the session for the Christmas 
holidays, in an attempt to double the salary 
of the Clerk to the Executive, Sir H. Barkly 
and his y have contrived, by a device, to 
accomplish the object he had in view, namely, 
by introducing into the budget an item of 
2001, as additional remuneration to this 
officer. The item has* been sanctioned, but 
the financial reformers are vehement in their 
condemnation of the Governor and his per- 
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sonal supporters, for assenting to the grant 
at a time when the strictest economy ia essen- 
tial in every branch of the Government. 

The islund ae ee eae 
upon the policy of Sir He arkly, 
which is tt as not ore accord- 
ance with the promises he held out when he 
assumed the reins of power, and quite con- 
trary to the best interests of the colony. 
These comments do not appear to be made in 
a factious spirit, but to arise from a convic- 
tion that faith has not been kept with the 
people. The opposition ranks are evidently 
in favour, for, on the retirement of one of the 
members, a gentleman professing similar 

rinciples was elected in his place. The 
relawny of the 14th February thus com- 
ments on his return : 


“Trelawny, as one of the speakers at the 
election truly stated, is second to no parish in the 
island, and contributes largely to the public exi- 
gencies of the colpny. Her Plantocracy consists of 
men of intelligence and respectability, and her 
principal merchants are persons of character and 
education. Therefore, as the electors of this 
parish have declared that they approve of the 
conduct of their representatives, and consequently 
of that of the party with whom they voted in 
the Assembly, we think that the gentlemen who 
comprise that party can have no fear of having 
their acts scrutinized by their respective consti- 
tuents, nor of continuing in the course which 
elicited the good opinions of the people of ‘the 
model parish of Jamaica.’ 

‘*We have heard that it is the intention of 
Messrs. Jackson, Phillips, and Bourke, to vacate 
their seats in the House. We hardly believe 
that there is any truth in the rumour, but at the 
same time would not regret such a circumstance, 
as it would give the electors of Vere and St. James’ 
an opportunity of expressing their satisfaction at 
the manner these honorable gentlemen have acted 
in the Assembly, since the proclamation of the 
new Constitution, by again returning them to the 
House. 

“Jamaica is badly governed: her monetary 
affairs are ill-managed, and her revenue being 
divided among ‘ favourites ;’ but if her Jacksons, 
Shirleys, Bourkes, and Phillips were to abandon 
politics, we are sure that things would be in a 
far worse condition than they are at present, and 
every taxpayer would be compelled to keep his 
hand perpetually on his pocket, to prevent the 
collector of taxes from taking out the last penny 
which he possesses. ‘These members stand be- 
tween an extravagant and heartless Government 
and the people of the island; and although they 
have not been able to prevent the passing of every 
injurious measure, yet they have, to some ex- 
tent, prevented the Executive Committee from 
perpetrating many of the wrongs which they at- 
tempted to commit. Mr. Lyons was attached to 
this little band of patriots, and, as he has left the 
Assembly, the electors of this parish have sent 
another gentleman to occupy his place. Mr. 
Cunningham will join the oppositionists, and 
therefore Trelawny will lose nothing by the resig- 
nation of their late senior member.” 
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Some idea may be formed of the feeling 
which the Governor’s policy has created, by 
the eae extract from the same journal 
of the 25th February : 

‘It is painful to a journalist to be compelled, 
day after day, to animadvert upon the conduct 
of the Government of his country. No one more 
regrets having to do this than ourselves, for we 
would rather praise than condemn the present 
ruler of this island, and his constitutional ad- 
visers. We would indeed be glad if we could 
consistently write favourably of His Excellency 
the Governor, and his Executive Committee, in- 
stead of bringing to the notice of the public the 
many atrocious and oppressive acts which have 
been committed by them. 

‘* The Government have not presented a mea- 
sure to the Legislature which does not contem- 
plate the levying of fresh burdens upon the al- 
ready overtaxed people, the infliction of pains and 
penalties, the curtailment of popular rights, the 
reduction of the salaries of meritorious and hard- 
worked public servants, or the increase of the 
salaries of favourites.” 


We have to add an extract from a letter 
addressed to us by a correspondent, who 
appears, as far as we have means of judging 
of his communication, by comparing the 
same with the island mip Pp ns. to repre- 
sent accurately the views of his brother-colo- 
nists, It bears date the 26th February : 

‘* The Assembly still drags its slow length along. 
It has become less expeditious, since Ixecutive 
Government has been bestowed upon us, than for- 
merly, and there appears in prospect no relief to 
this state of things, nor any hope of progress, 
should the Governor, at any time, not bein ad- 
vance of the age, but behind it. To prevent the 
contest of many, and to monopolizethat of the one, 
the Assembly, in enacting their new Constitution, 
made the Isxeeutive organs of the Government 
responsible to the Governor, and not to the popu- 
lar branch of the Legislature. By this unwise le- 
gislature they invest a Governor with power at any 
time to become an aristocrat, and to beard pub- 
lic opinion. The Executive Committee have been 
several times defeatei this session, and they 
still remain in office; but the fact is, the Gover- 
nor rules, and his will is the law to his Executive 
Government, and hence the introduction of unjust 
and unpopular measures into the Assembly by 
men whose whole life has been antagonistic to 
them. The Privy Council is of no use: they are 
seldom or never consulted, and to the want of ad- 
vice of a wholesome nature is to be ascribed the 
attempt to pass into law measures teeming with 
injustice, and aiming at the destruction of popu- 
lar rights. Two acts of a most unjust character 
have been passed, the one affecting the judges of 
the land, and universally overturning, at a mo- 
ment, the institutions of the Court, to effect an 
immediate reduction of expenditure; the other 
forcing the clergy, without consulting them, to 
accept what the Governor pleased to give them. 
In this he has gone beyond what the advocates 
of retrenchment, in the height of their clamour, 
ever thought of demanding; but as if they were 
not sufficiently pecuniarily unjust to a few gen- 
tlemen and their families, the finishing blow 
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must be given to the political liberties of the 
many, by disfranchising all the yeomanry who 
did not pay taxes amounting to 20/. per annum, 
although, as was said by one of the opponents of 
the measure, the qualification existed since the 
island had a House of Assembly: this qualifica- 
tion is the possession of a freehold of the annual 
value of 6/. Iam happy to add, that the Go- 
vernor and his Executive Committee were sig- 
nally defeated, and the latter were so ashamed, 
that they proposed to withdraw the Bill ; but the 
opponents would go to a division to record their 
dissent to such a monstrous measure, and to 
mark the failure of the Government. 

** It is rumoured that the Governor and family 
will leave here in April, and will not return 
unless the Home Government guarantees him 
3000/. per annum, which the Assembly here will 
not. There is not a doubt, that if the Govern- 
ment will, in future, select a gentleman of rank or 
standing, with the prestige of a political fame, and 
a man of family, with the chastened elegance and 
domestic virtues that surrounded the Earl of 
Belmore, Lord Normanby, or Lord Sligo, the As- 
sembly would readily make a handsome provisior 
for him, but ‘save them from novi homines who 
cannot bear their honours easily.” 


The Watchman of the 28th January re- 

ublishes the article that appeared in the 
ate for January, on the policy of Sir 
Henry Barkly, which it has prefaced with 
the following remarks, fully justifying the 
statements we made on what turns out to be 
good authority : 


** We have copied from the Anti-Slavery Re- 
porter for the present month, received by the 
last packet, an article which we are certain will 
be perused with great interest by our readers. 
We have been repeatedly accused of agitating 
the subject of complexional distinctions in our 
columns, and condemned in no measured terms 
for the sentiments we have expressed, and the 
stand we have taken, on the subject. With re- 
gard to this unhappy source of dissension, jea- 
lousy, and heart-burnings, we have asserted that 
since Sir Henry Barkly’s assumption of the 
government of this island, the question of com- 
plexional prejudice has been revived to a most 
lamentable extent, and we have, moreover, 
attributed this revival to the policy and spirit 
which rule at the King’s House. What we have 
asserted in former times we now solemnly re- 
iterate; and we believe that never, since the 
abolition of Slavery, has society been in so dis- 
jointed a state, or caste distinctions so rampant 
and offensive, as is the case at present. Pri- 
vate friends, or fawning parasites, might come 
forward as they please in defence of Sir Henry 
Barkly and Lady Barkly, but they can never 
shake the evidence of facts which incontestably 
prove that, under the present regime, there has 
been a systematic effort made to keep down the 
coloured classes. In attempted refutation of 
this, people tell us of the appointments of 
coloured gentlemen which Sir Henry Barkly has 
made to posts of honour and trust; but the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter has so fully shewn the 
hollowness and absurdity of this argument, that 
we need not trouble ourselves with any further 
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observations upon it. We look not at these 
things ; we take not into account what the Go- 
vernor does when he cannot help himself; but 
we regard the general line of conduct pursued, 
and its effects upon society at large. Politically, 
the coloured class have been honoured, for it was 
not possible to overlook their strong claims to 
share with their white brethren the highest offices 
of state; but, socially, they have been banned, 
and the line of demarcation between them and 
the whites has been made broader and more 
offensive than ever. We speak not of the whole 
island: we would fain hope, from all we can 
learn, that, in the country parts, prejudice is 
dying out; but we write now of Spanish-Town 
and its vicinity ; of the vice-regal palace and its 
inmates, and of the spirit of intolerable arrogance 
and exclusiveness which prevails there. Deny it 
who may, wecare not; but we fearlessly assert 
that the coloured people are not in favour at 
the King’s House; that they are looked upon, 
with the jaundiced eyes of prejudice, as an in- 
ferior race, and regarded as unworthy to mingle 
on terms of social equality with the old privi- 
leged class. 

** Who the gentleman was to whom reference 
is made in the letter embodied in the article we 
have copied from the epurter we know not. It 
is worthy of remark, however, that the writer 
does not state that he was a coloured gentleman : 
he might have been white; but the thing is so 
jesuitically put as to leave the impression that he 
was coloured, and that the Governor's wife was 
attacked because he, and other characters like 
him, were excluded from the King’s-House pri- 
vate parties. Such a statement as that con- 
tained in this paragraph, about the intoxicated 
individual, might mislead parties in England ; but 
it will never answer as an excuse for, or defence 
of, the mischievous policy which has ruled at the 
King’s House for the last two years, and we in 
Jamaica know how to estimate its real weight 
and value.” 


Turning now to a more agreeable subject, 
it seems that industrial enterprise is develop- 
ing itself in the island. It is announced that 
a Company is about to be formed there for 
the purpose of working the extensive quar- 
ries of lithographic and other valuable stones 
suitable for monumental and statuary pur- 
poses, tablets, fonts, fountains, vases, hones, 
cements, &c., that have lately been dis- 
covered in the parish of St. George, by Mr. 
E. C. Lewis of Kingston. 

The prospectus states that specimens of 
these stones have been presented to the 
Jamaica Society of Arts, and commanded 
the admiration of scientific persons, and 
several specimens have been forwarded to 
the Parisian Exhibition, with a drawing or 
engraving from a small slab; and a shipment 
has been prepared for the south side of Lon- 
don, and other parts of Europe and America: 
and there can be no doubt either of the ex- 
tent or value of the same, if means are avail- 
able to quarry and transport what is already 
apparent on the surface, and to prove its 
value in the best markets of the world. 
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It is proposed that the Company should 
be formed of a limited number of share- 
holders, at the commencement, say not ex- 
ceeding 3000 to 5000 shares of 20s. each. 

An exhibition of native manufactures, &c., 
had been held at Mandeville, from the report 
of which we extract the following : 

“‘ Among the articles exhibited were some, 
the handiwork of our talented lady-pa- 
rishioner, Mrs. Nash. A boy’s cap, made of 
the lace-bark of the country, with another 
made of corn-trash, both ornamented with 
seeds, presented a pretty exhibition of her 
artistic taste; and a bouquet of artificial 
flowers prepared from the film of the Spanish 
dagger-plant (Yucca gloriosa), with a minia- 
ture on the same film of a pretty girl, at- 
tracted the admiration of the visitors. 

“Miss Helen Saunders, another of our 
parishioners, exhibited some beautiful speci- 
mens of corn-trash bonnets and hats. We 
doubt if any English-made specimens could 
excel in beauty of form, style, or workman- 
ship, these productions of Miss Saunders’ 
taste and ingenuity. They attracted so much 
attention, that several orders were given for 
the supply of some; and one gentleman from 
pacha. Town ordered one for the express 

urpose of having attention directed to them 
in that place. Mrs, Nash was the first in- 
ventor of this useful and ornamental appli- 
cation of a substance hitherto thrown away 
in the island. She uses these bonnets and 
hats constantly in her own family, and has 
had the high honour of presenting one of the 
bonnets to our most gracious Queen, who 
was pleased to accept it. It must be grati- 
fying to her to find that Miss Saunders’ taste 
and ingenuity, induced by her own industry 
promise to perpetuate her. discovery, an 
open up a field of industry that may prove 
highly profitable in the country. ‘These 
bonnets and hats will be exhibited in King- 
ston in March; and if there be any merchant 
of patriotic spirit there, he will have a fair 
opportunity of turning the talents of Mrs. 
Nash and Miss Saunders to good account.” 

BRITISH GUIANA. 

There have been serious disturbances in 
this colony, arising from the religious fanati- 
cism of an insane demagogue named Orr, 
who bears the nicknames of “ Angel Gabriel,”’ 
and of “ Wicked Knavish.” ‘This man has, 
it seems, rendered himself notorious in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and the United States, by his 
frantic addreases against Roman Catholicism ; 
and on his return to George Town, Demerara, 
of which he is a native, commenced his in- 
sane agitation, and succeeded in arousing the 
anger of the Creole negroes and African im- 
migrants against the Portuguese immigrants. 
A feeling of hostility has long existed on the 
part of the former, having its rise in jealousy 
of their competition in the labour-market. 
The disturbances lasted from the 18th to the 
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29d, having extended from George Town 
to the country parts. Not more than one or 
two lives, however, appear to have been 
lost, though many persons were injured. 
The whole colony wasin a ferment ; the troops 
were called out, and more had been sent for 
from Barbados, though it was hoped their 
resence would be needless. The ringleaders 
ad been captured, and summarily punished, 
except Orr himself, who remains in prison, 
awaiting his trial. The special constables, 
without distinction of colour, exerted them- 
sélves to the utmost to suppress the riot. 

The Portuguese immigrants were brought 
over to the colony as labourers to work on 
the sugar-estates, and being very thrifty, 
industrious, hard-working men, they had 
contrived to save money enough in a few 
years to start in business as shopkeepers and 
merchants on their own account, and, gene- 
rally, they were very successful. Their 
shops, which were scattered all over the 
colony, have been a great boon to the labour- 
ing population, and have been the means of 
cheapening all the necessaries of life. Now 
that they are closed in all the country dis- 
tricts, and their contents pillaged, the rural 
population, which depended entirely upon 
them for all their supplies, will be reduced to 
the greatest distress, and, in many cases, 
to absolute starvation. 

The Court of Policy had passed a very 
stringent ordinance for the suppression of 
rioting, and with a view to prevent the 
recurrence of any similar outbreak. The fol- 
lowing Address had also been circulated : 


*“*TO THE CREOLE INHABITANTS OF DEMERARA, 
BERBICE, AND ESSEQUEBO. 


** We the Undersigned, have observed with the 
deepest pain the spirit of lawless violence which 
is now distracting and disgracing the population 
of this country, so long distinguished for loyalty, 
obedience to the laws, and habits of peaceful 
industry. 

** Without entering into any political or social 
question whatsoever, but as professed Ministers 
of the blessed Gospel of Peace, and the true 
friends of the Creole inhabitants of the Colony, 
we earnestly implore our People to abstain from 
acts which are not only great crimes against 
AtmIGcuty Gop; but which in the end are sure 
to be repressed by the strong arm of the Law, 
and to bring down upon the heads of their per- 
petrators severe and deserved punishment. 

‘If they will but calmly reflect, our People 
must know that we, their Pastors, and their 
Servants for Christ’s sake, have no object dearer 
to our hearts than their welfare and their happi- 
ness in this world and for eternity. But, never- 
theless, we feel constrained, by our duty to Gop 
and to the Queen, thus publicly to express the 
strongest condemnation of recent offences com- 
mitted against the Law; and we confidently 
trust that all consistent Members of Christian 
Congregations will henceforth co-operate with us 
in rendering to Her Majesty’s Government every 
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possible assistance towards restoring to the com~ 
munity the blessings of Peace and Good Order, 
“* (Signed) 

The Bishop of Guiana. 

H. Hyndman Jones, A.M., Archdeacon and Rec- 
tor of St. George's. 

E. A. Wallbridge, Minister of Smith Chapel, 
Georgetown. 

John Corlett, Wesleyan Minister. 

Joseph Ketley, Independent Minister. 

A. D. Murray, Assi-tant Minister of St. Andrew’s 
Parish. 

George M’Farlane, Minister of Salem Chapel. 

— Scott, Minister of Ebenezer Chapel, West 
Joast. 

John Greathead, Wesleyan Minister. 

William Hudson, Chairman and General Super- 
intendant of Wesleyan Missions. 

H. Padgham, Wesleyan Minister. 

William Cleaver, Wesleyan Minister. 

Samuel Brown, Wesleyan Minister. 

William Fox, Incumbent of Christ Church. 

G. Fox, Queen’s College. 

H. Read, Officiating Minister of St. Philip’s. 

J. 8. Dawes, Garrison Chaplain. 

R. M. Eastman, Curate of St. George’s. 

Thomas Farrar, Curate of the Lodge. 

David Smith, Rector of St. Matthew’s. 

A. J. Pieritz, Rector of St. Patrick’s. 

J. Freeman, Minister of St. Saviour’s District. 

H. E. Wickham, Minister of St. Augustine’s 
Chapel. 

F. J. Wyatt, Rector of St. Paul's. 

C. Conyers, Assistant Curate of St. Paul’s. 

J.J. Allison, Rector of St. Swithin's. 

H. Collier, Preacher of the Gospel, Buxton. 

William Harrison, Minister of the Gospel, Craig. 

Robert Kingsland, Minister of the Gospel, Peter's 
Hall. 

A. A. Easton, Minister of St. Mary’s. 

James Wallis, Assistant Minister of St. James’s. 

John Kennison, Minister of St. Mark’s. 

Charles Rattray, Minister of Lust-tot, Rust 
Chapel, Canal No. 1. 

Thomas Towers, Minister of the Gospel, George- 
town. 

City of Georgetown, 21st February, 1856. 

We observe that a Bill has been passed 
granting 2 patent to Mr. Francis burke, of 
Montserrat, for the term of seven years, for 
a fibre-machine of his invention. 

A reply had been received by the Gover- 
nor from the Secretary of State, on the ques- 
tion of allowing emigration from the East 
Indies and China, to be conducted by private 
enterprise, to the effect that, for the present 
at all events, it cannot be permitted. With 
respect to immigration from China, the Se- 
cretary of State, Yooking at the strong repre- 
sentations made by Dr. Bowring, Her Ma- 
jesty’s representative in that country, as to 
the opposition manifested by the Chinese 
Government to the people leaving the coun- 
try, is of opinion that no good can come from 
the revival of the question of Chinese immi- 
gration. With respect to immigration from 
the East Indies, Mr. Labouchere refers to 
the gross abuses and fatal results which took 
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place formerly, when the private exportation 
of Coolies on comunidad which occa- 
sioned the East-India{Government to interfere 
and put a stop to it. He does not state, 
however, in his despatch, what those evils 
were, but says he cannot finally decide until 
he has heard from the emigration agent in 
India. To that despatch His Excellency the 
Governor had at once replied, begging that 
whatever number of Coolies had been already 
asked for, and not yet sent,should be forwarded 
as early as possible in 1856 and 1857. His 
Excellency also requested that the Secretary 
of State would, in the mean time, state speci- 
fically what were the evils which he appre- 
hended would arise ‘from allowing Coolies 
to be brought here by private enterprise, in 
order that such precautionary arrangements 
should be made as would satisfy the East- 
India Government and the Home Govern- 
ment that the people would be properly pro- 
tected. 
TRINIDAD. 

There is no item of intelligence worth 
recording from this colony. Considerable 
opposition is being manifested against a pro- 
position to levy a tax on the importation of 
plantain, on the ground of its being an im- 
post on an article that forms the staple food 
of the/people. The revenue-tables for the 
year have been published, and shew a defi- 
cit of 83331., one-half of which is said to 
have arisen from a diminution in the cus- 
toms’ receipts. 


THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 


Barpapos. — Our dates hence are to 
the 26th February. A plan was under dis- 
cussion which has for its object the consolida- 
tion of the Legislatures of the Windward 
Islands ; and an extension of the principles of 
free-trade to the tariff, about to be renewed, 
was also being canvassed. Sir William Cole- 
brooke, the late Governor, had left the island 
by the mail of the 28th of January, three 
days after the arrival of the new Governor, 
Mr. Hincks. The latter had been addressed 
by several deputations, and had been very 
cordially welcomed. 

It is said that the sugar-crop will not ex- 
ceed 40,000 hhds. this year, being about 5000 
hhds. below that of last year. 

Sr. Vincent.— The papers from this 
island are devoid of interest. 

Sr. Lucta.—The topics discussed in the 
journals from this island are wholly of local 
interest, if we except the speculations on the 
probable policy of Mr. Hincks. 

GRrRENaDs.—Our usual files have failed us 
this month. We gather from other sources 
of information, that beautiful crop weather 
prevails, and plantation work is proceeding 
with considerable spirit. Public attention 
has been en d by the elections of mem- 
bers for the new House of Assembly. 
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THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 

Dominica.—From this island our dates 
are to the 27th of February. 

An ordinance had just come into operation 
obliging every person to give four days’ 
labour annually on the public roads. With 
the privilege, however, of commuting the 
same by a fine or tax. The Dominican of 
the 20th has an article, calling attention to 
the half-clad manner in which the coloured 
population go about, and suggesting steps 
to produce an improvement in this respect. 
The same journal, but of an antecedent date 
(the 30th of January) also contains an ad- 
mirable appeal to the community on the 
necessity of keeping alive the anti-slavery 
sentiment, with a view to stimulate phil- 
anthropists to perfect the work of emancipa- 
tion by urging upon Government the adop- 
tion of measurés calculated to promote the 
welfare of the coloured population. From 
that article we quote the following extract :— 


“We trust the managing Committee of our 
local Anti-slavery Society will see after the 
importation and the useful, and, as far as useful, 
extensive circulation of papers illustrative of 
the miserable condition of our brothers and 
sisters held in slavery in America, in Cuba, and 
in the Brazils. The striking publication of the 
Messrs. Chambers, entitled Slavery in America, 
price one penny, would be very well to begin 
with, though it is not unknown here. The 
gifted Treasurer of this Society could easily frame 
a tract himself, or could as easily favour his 
countrymen with a translation in French (his 
favourite study) of his English copy of “ Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin.” In further pursuance of our 
self-imposed task, we also recommend, though 
not for the first time, that we should all become 
subscribers to the cheap but excellent monthly 
newspaper published by the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society of London, price three- 
pence, entitled the Anti-Slavery Reporter. In- 
dependent of the benefit in point of information 
we will derive from the work, it really is not 
fair, nor even grateful, that we should throw the 
whole of the pecuniary outlay of the abolition 
crusade upon the true-hearted inhabitants of 
England. The lesson they set before our people 
in this good work is enough to cover us with 
shame. Would to heaven that we felt the tithe 
of anxiety for the emancipation of men of our 
race and colour that the white man in England 
feels. How can we do otherwise than, whilst 
unsparingly lashing every pro-slavery ‘rascal,’ 
be he white or coloured, ‘naked through the 
land,’ fervently love the white man of that noble 
country of which the anti-slavery bard did sing, 
* England, with all thy faults, I love thee still.’ 
The January Number of the above paper is sin- 
gularly interesting There is one article in it 
which we have transcribed, that manifests the 
determination not to consider the work, as re- 
gards the West Indies, completed with the bare 
passage of the Act of Emancipation. Its con- 
ductors aim at the personal advancement to the 
rank of unqualified equality with our more 
favoured brethren of the other race. The sub- 
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ject is one we have repeatedly advocated ; and the 
earnest disinterestedness with which the topic 
is pursued abundantly proves the truth of the 
subject of the article above alluded to of the 
assertion of this noble band of philanthropists, 
that they do indeed consider themselves— 

‘* As the publicly constituted guardians of the 
interests of the coloured population of our West- 
India colonies.” 


The article above referred to appears to 
‘have been shut out for want of room, but 
inserted in the Dominican of the 6th of 
February. It is the one on West-India 
Colonial appointments; and it is matter of 
much satisfaction to us that our remarks on 
this important subject have found favour. 


Antiaua.—The Legislature has passed a 
Bill fixing the rate of export duty on various 
articles. On sugar it is to be 4 dols. per 
barrel, and on each hhd. to be 2s. 9d. ; on rum 
ls. 4d. per gallon; on molasses the same 
per two gallons. The sanitary condition of 
the island was favourable. 


Sr. CoRisToPpHER’s.—The papers are bar- 
ren of interest. 


AMERICAN SLAVERY. 
OUR MONTHLY REVIEW. 


Antnony Burns.—Our readers are familiar 
with the history of Anthony Burns’ re-enslave- 
ment, and of his subsequent emancipation by 
purchase. They are also probably aware that he 
bears a high Christian character, and is a Bap- 
tist minister. Some months ago he became a 
student in Oberlin College, whither he went to 
increase his qualifications as a minister of the 
gospel of the great Redeemer. Shortly after his 
arrival, he wrote to the Rev. John Clark, his 
former pastor, asking for a letter of dismission 
from the church, of which he was still (nominally, 
at least,) a member. The following is a copy 
of the curious official reply which he received : 

* The church of Jesus Christ, at Union, Fau- 
quier County, Va: 

‘TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

“ Whereas, Anthony Burns, a member of the 
church, has made application to us by letter to 
our pastor, for a letter of dismission in fellowship, 
in order that he may unite with another church 
of the same faith and order ; and, 

‘** Whereas it has been satisfactorily established 
before us that the said Anthony Burns absconded 
from the service of his master, and refused to 
return voluntarily, thereby disobeying both the 
laws of God and man, although he subsequently 
obtained his freedom by purchase, yet we have 
now to consider him only as a fugitive from labour 
(as he was before his arrest and restoration to 
his master,) have, therefore, 

‘** Resolved unanimously, That he be excom- 
municated from the communion and fellowship of 
this church. 

“Done by order of this church, in regular 
church meeting, this 20th day of October 1855. 

“ W. W. West, Clerk.” 
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Were it less impious, this document would 
provoke a smile. It furnishes another melan- 
choly proof of the state of moral degradation into 
which the pro-slavery churches of America have 
sunk. It will be seen that the church of “ Jesus 
Christ” (!!) in question makes slaveholding a 
law of God, and escape from its cruel thraldom 
a crime on the part of the slave. This shifting 
of the guilt from the slaveholder to his runaway 
chattel is an act of jesuitism which even an 
Ignatius Loyola might envy. The bull of ex- 
communication was accompanied by a letter 
from the Rev. John Clark, in which that gentle- 
man indulges in what is intended to be a wither- 
ing rebuke of Anthony Burns. He recommends 
him to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, by 
selecting as his field of labour the north bank of 
the Ohio river, there to proclaim to all fugitive 
slaves the duty of returning to their masters. 
“By so doing,” adds the pastor, “you may 
measurably make amends for the expenditure of 
30,000 dollars by the Government in your arrest, 
trial, and restoration to your legal owner.” 

The New-York Tribune of 4th March pub- 
lishes an article on the subject, which contains 
much sturdy logic and powerful irony. The 
closing paragraph is particularly good: 

**The fate of Anthony Burns is indeed a 
warning to all slippery and slipping sinners of 
his slippery class. He now knows what he has 
lost by his perverseness in allowing the rebellious 
old Adam to harden his heart. He thought it 
hard to work for another man for nothing, and 
to be beaten with stripes at that. He yielded to 
the promptings of his own carnal nature, and 
now what is his condition? Cut off from the 
church at Union, Virginia, denied the sympathies 
and prayers of its members, shut out from the 
ordinances of religion as there administered, the 
door of heaven slammed in his face, and he given 
over to be buffeted by the great adversary of 
mankind! Poor Anthony! Much as we blame 
him, we cannot but feel some natural yearnings 
of compassion toward him. Indeed he is, as 
Touchstone said to Corin, ‘in a parlous state.’ 
There seems but one thing for him to do, and 
that is to return to Colonel Suttle, and say, ‘I 
have sinned before heaven, and in thy sight,’ and 
to entreat forgiveness and restoration to his 
former blessed estate of servitude. Then he 
can make submission to the church at Union, 
Fauquier County, and with some hope of being 
again received into its pale. If he have not 
grace enough for this, we fear that he must make 
up his mind never again to be admitted to the 
communion of that fold. This is all the advice 
or comfort he can expect from us.” 

Mr. Bangs as SpeaAKER.—Mr. Banks, in 
fulfilling the important duties of his new and 
arduous office, is fully satisfying the expectations 
of his friends. He is pre-eminently “the right 
man in the right place.” The Washington cor- 
respondent of the Tribune, in a letter dated 
the 4th February, thus refers to him: 


‘“‘Mr. Banks appeared in the Speaker’s chair 

















<a serena tat 


2 94 


aE i ee 


this morning, for the first time as a presiding 
officer. The promptitude, decision, and quietness 
with which he despatched business, at once at- 
tracted the good opinion and confidence of the 
House in his ability and superior qualifications. 
Everybody conceded that the man for the place 
had been chosen, and none were more ready in 
their acknowledgment than the members who 
had been most zealous in the endeavour to com- 
pass his defeat. Following the clear line of duty, 
and seeing the path quickly and plainly, he can- 
not fail to impress himself strongly upon the 
House, and to win over whatever feelings of 
prejudice may yet remain. In a long experience 
here, I have never yet seen any man ascend the 
Speaker’s chair with the same consciousness of 
power and the same self-possessed ease in the 
performance of all the functions of the office.” 


Tuer Know-noruincs.—The “ American Na- 
tional Council” met at Philadelphia on the 
18th February, to revise the platform of the party, 
and, if possible, to effect an amicable compromise 
between the North and the South—a rather 
difficult undertaking, as the issue proved. A 
portion of the Council were in favour of abrogating 
the twelfth (or pro-slavery) section of the June 
platform, and adopting in its place a resolution 
condemnatory of the repeal of the Missouri Com- 
promise; another section was in favour of 
granting to Slavery all that it might demand; 
while the Southern members of the Council were 
determined to secure the mastery. After much 
noisy, and even violent discussion, the whole of 
the June platform was abrogated, although not 
by anti-slavery action. A new pro-slavery 
platform was adopted—yeas 108, nays 77. The 
following extract exhibits the present position of 
the party on the Slavery question : 


‘The perpetuation of the Federal Union, as 
the palladium of our civil and religious liberties, 
and the only sure bulwark of American inde- 
pendence. 

** ‘lhe unqualified recognition and maintenance 
of the reserved rights of the several States, and 
the cultivation of harmony and fraternal good- 
will between the citizens of the several States, 
and, to this end, non-interference by Congress 
with questions appertaining solely to the indi- 
vidual States, and non-intervention by each 
State with the affairs of any other State. 

“The recognition of the right of the native- 
born and naturalized citizens of the United 
States, permanently residing in any territory 
thereof, to frame their Constitution and laws, 
and to regulate their domestic and social affairs 
in their own mode, subject only to the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution, with the right of ad- 
mission into the Union whenever they have 
the requisite population for one representative in 
Congress. 

**The maintenance and enforcement of all 
laws until said laws shall be repealed, or shall be 
declared null and void by competent judicial 
authority. 

“* Opposition to the reckless and unwise policy 
of the present administration in the general 
management of our national affairs, and more 
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especially * * * as shewn in re-opening sectional 
agitation, by the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise; as shewn in granting to unnaturalized 
foreigners the right to suffrage in Kansas and 
Nebraska; as shewn in its vacillating course on 
the Kansas and Nebraska question. * * + 

“ Therefore, to remedy existing evils, and pre- 
vent the disastrous consequences otherwise re- 
sulting therefrom, we would build up the ‘Ameri- 
can party’ upon the principles hereinbefore 
stated, eschewing all sectional questions, and 
uniting upon those purely national, and ad- 
mitting into said party all American citizens 
who openly avow the principles and opinions 
heretofore expressed, and who will subscribe their 
names to the platform.” 

With admirable point, the National Anti- 
Slavery Standard analyses this platform in the 
following brief sentence: ‘* This, it will be seen, 
commits the party to the doctrine of Squatter 
sovereignty, promises admission to Kansas if she 
offers herself to the Union as a Slave-State, and 
discountenances all agitation of the Slavery 
question.” 

The discussion of this exciting topic was re- 
opened in the ‘* National American Convention,” 
which followed the meetings of the Council. 
Great but fruitless efforts were made by the free- 
soil section of the party to overthrow the platform 
adopted by the Council. Millard Fillmore, whose 
name is infamous for having been attached to 
the Fugitive Slave Act, was appointed the Know- 
nothing candidate for the Presidency by a large 
majority, although it appears he is neither a 
member of the party, nor in any way committed 
to its principles. Major Donelson, of Tennessee, 
was unanimously nominated for the Vice-pre- 
sidency. Some strong language was employed 
by some of the Northern delegates. Mr. Coffey, 
of Pennsylvania, for example, ‘‘ warned gentle- 
men of the South and Northern doughfaces that 
the outrage they were committing on Northern 
sentiment would result in their overwhelming 
and disgraceful defeat. ‘They had given us a plat- 
form which either pledged us to admit Kansas 
and Nebraska as stave States, if they desired it, 
or which dodged the issue, and which also sur- 
rendered the Northern position that Congress 
had the power to exclude Slavery from the terri- 
tories. They now intended to force upon that 
platform and upon usa man whom the North 
repudiated and despised. Your conspiracy will 
be a failure. I speak for Free Pennsylvania, 
and I tell you that your man will be beaten 
50,000 in the State (cries of * Yes, yes, 100,000,’ 
&c.) In my own county (Indiana), where we 

ave, last year, the largest American majority in 
-ennsylvania, he cannot get 500 votes. It is the 
same in other sections of the State.” 

The anti-slavery delegates withdrew from the 
Convention, and refused to be bound by its 
nominations. They have issued an address, 
stating their reasons for adopting this course, 
and summoning a Convention to be held on 
June 12th next. The probability is that they 
will amalgamate with the Republicans. Th 
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nomination of Fillmore is regarded by the New- 
York Tribune as a plot to weaken the Republi- 
can party. Mr. Fillmore has no chance what- 
ever of being elected. As a politician, his repu- 
tation and influence are contemptible. 

Tue Rerusiican Party.—A great National 
Convention of this party was held at Pittsburgh 
on the 22d and 23d February. Eight Southern 
States sent representatives. Mr. Francis P. 
Blair, an old planter, and a friend of the late 
General Jackson, was unanimously chosen to 
preside. Many distinguished individuals were 
present, and the proceedings throughoyy were 
distinguished by the utmost harmony and enthu- 
siasm. Mr. Greely counselled moderation, al- 
though his remarks appear to have been some- 
what misconstrued. Mr. Giddings, on the 
contrary, was in favour of the boldest measures, 
and related, in illustration, the following humo- 
rous story: 

“In his part of the country (said Mr. Gid- 
dings) there was once a revival of religion, and 
two brothers, Joseph and John, were called upon 
to pray. John was called first, and he prayed 
that the Lord would carry on the work which he 
had begun quietly, and so as not to give offence 
to anybody. He was in favour of moderate mea- 
sures. After he had done, Joseph was called 
upon, and he prayed that the Lord would go on 
with the work in his own way, and not mind a 
word of what John had said.” 

Passmore Williamson delivered a short speech. 
He was received with tremendous enthusiasm, 
and spoke with much modesty. The following 
Resolutions were unanimously adopted by the 
Convention : 

‘‘ We declare to the people of the United States 
as objects for which we unite in political action : 

‘*1, That we demand and shall attempt to 
secure the repeal of all laws which allow the in- 
troduction of Slavery into territories once conse- 
crated to freedom, and will resist, by every con- 
stitutional means, the existence of Slavery in 
any of the territories of the United States. 

**2. We will support, by every lawful means, 
our brethren in Kansas, in their constitutional 
and manly resistance to the usurped authority of 
their lawless invaders, and will give the full 
weight of our political power in favour of the 
immediate admission of Kansas to the Union as 
a free, sovereign, and independent State. 

‘* 3. Believing that the present National Ad- 
ministration has shewn itself to be weak and 
faithless, and that its continuance in power is 
identified with the progress of the slave-power to 
national supremacy, with the exclusion of free- 
dom from the territories, and with increasing 
civil discord, it is a leading purpose of our orga- 
nization to oppose and overthrow it.” 

WITHDRAWAL OF Mr, GippInGs FROM PuB- 
Lic Lire.—Our readers will learn with regret 
that the Hon. J. R. Giddings is about to bid 
farewell to the turmoil of congressional life. 
The anti-slavery ranks have never produced a 
wiser, & more uncompromising, or a more devoted 
friend to freedom than Joshua R. Giddings has 
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proved himself to be during the many long years in 
which he has occupied a seat in the House of 
Representatives at Washington. Possessing a 
thorough knowledge of Slavery in all its ramifi- 
cations, and being endowed with transcendant 
moral courage, as well as with abilities of no 
mean order, Mr. Giddings is justly dreaded by 
the slaveocracy. In his address to his consti- 
tuents he refers to his public career in the fol- 
lowing appropriate terms: 

‘In the long period of my service here I have 
sought neither emolument nor distinction. I 
have laboured for the re-establishment of those 
principles for which our revolutionary fathers 
contended. I have lived to see them recognised 
by a majority of the popular branch of Con- 
gress. I regard myself among the most fortunate 
of public men. I have attained the highest 
point of my ambition. I am satisfied; and I 
know that you will appreciate my feelings, when 
I express the hope that, at the expiration of my 
present term of office, I may retire from public 
life, step aside from the public gaze, return to 
my humble home, and, in that retirement so con- 
genial to my nature, spend the remainder of the 
life which Heaven has allotted to me, while other 
and abler statesmen shall carry forward the work 
so auspiciously commenced, until our Government 
shall be redeemed and regenerated from the cor- 
roding sin of oppression, and the blessings of 
Heaven shall rest upon a free country.” 

Tae Lea@istaturE or Ruope Istanp.—In 
consequence of having received communications 
from the Legislatures of Arkansas, Vermont, 
Maine, and Massachusetts, the Rhode-Island 
House of Representatives has adopted a report 
on the subject of Slavery, which has been for- 
warded to the representatives of every State in 
the Union. The document is tinged by a pro- 
slavery sentiment which we cannot approve ; but 
it is most outspoken in its denunciation of the 
iniquities which are being perpetrated in Kansas, 
and calls upon Congress to prohibit the introduc- 
tion of Slavery into that territory. 

Important SvIT BEFORE THE SUPREME 
Court.—The National Era (21st February) con- 
tains the following particulars of an important 
suit before the Supreme Court : 


* DRED SCOTT ¥. JOHN F. A. SANDFORD. 


‘‘In error to the Circuit Court, U.S., for the 
District of Missouri. 

‘‘In the year 1834 the plaintiff was a negro 
slave belonging to Doctor Emerson, who was a 
surgeon in the army of the United States. In 
that year (1834), said Dr. Emerson took the 
plaintiff from the State of Missouri to the military 
post at Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, and 
held him there as a slave until the month of April 
or May 1836. At the time last mentioned, said 
Dr. Emerson removed the plaintiff from said 
military post at Rock Island to the military post 
at Fort Snelling, situate on the west bank of the 
Mississippi river, in the territory known as 
Upper Louisiana, acquired by the United States 
of France, and situate north of the latitude of 
36” 30° north, and north of the State of Mis- 
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souri. Said Dr. Emerson held the plaintiff in 
Slavery at said Fort Snelling from said. last- 
mentioned date until the year 1838, 

‘“* In the year 1835, Harriet, who is named in 
the second count of the plaintiff's declaration, 
was the negro slave of Major Taliaferro, who 
belonged to the army of the United States. In 
that year (1835) said Major Taliaferro took said 
Harriet to said Fort Snelling, a military post, situ- 
ated as hereinbefore stated, and kept her as aslave 
until the year 1836, and then sold and delivered 
her as a slave at said Fort Snelling unto the said 
Dr. Emerson hereinbefore named. Said Dr. 
Emerson held said Harrict in Slavery at said 
Fort Snelling until the year 1838. 

“In the re 1836 the plaintiff and said Har- 
riet, at said Fort Snelling, with the consent of 
said Dr. Emerson, who then claimed to be their 
master and owner, intermarried and took each 
other for husband and wife. Eliza and Lizzy, 
named in the third count of the plaintiff's decla- 
ration, are the fruit of that marriage. Eliza is 
about fourteen years old, and was born on board 
the steamboat ‘*Gipsey,” north of the north line 
of the State of Missouri, and upon thé river 
Mississippi. Lizzy is about seven years old, and 
was born in the State of Missouri, at the military 
post called Jefferson Barracks. 

**In the year 1838 said Dr. Emerson removed 
the plaintiff, and said Harriet, and their said 
daughter Eliza, from said Fort Snelling to the 
State of Missouri, where they have ever since 
resided. 

‘** Before the commencement of this suit said 
Dr. Emerson sold and conveyed the plaintiff, 
said Harriet, Eliza, and Lizzy, to the defendant 
as slaves, and the defendant has ever since 
claimed to hold them and each of them as slaves. 

** At the times mentioned in the plaintiff's de- 
claration, the defendant, claiming to be owner 
as aforesaid, laid his hands upon said plaintiff, 
Harriet, Eliza, and Lizzy, and imprisoned them, 
doing in this respect, however, no more than 
what he might lawfully do if they were of right 
his slaves at such times. 

“‘ Further proof may be given on the trial for 
either party. 

R. M. Frexp, for Plaintiff. 
H. A. GARLAND, for Defendant. 

“The defendant, when the case was on trial 
before the Circuit Court, put in a plea to the juris- 
diction of the Court, on the ground that the 
plaintiff was not a citizen of the State of Mis- 
souri, but a negro slave, and that, therefore, 
jurisdiction pees belonged to the State Courts. 
The plaintiff demurred, and the Court sustained 
the demurrer, or, in other words, decided that 
the plea was insufficient. Finally, the jury found 
the defendant not guilty of the assault and ille- 
gal detention or imprisonment, and judgment 
was rendered accordingly. After ineffectual ef- 
forts to obtain a new trial, the plaintiff sucd out 
a writ of error, which brings the case before the 
Supreme Court in this city. 

** Montgomery Blair, Esq., appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Reverdy Johnson, .» of Balti- 
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more, for the defendant. We had not the plea- 
sure of listening to the argument of counsel, but 
an inspection of Mr. Blair’s brief satisfies us that 
he presented an able and irrefragable argument 
for the freedom of the plaintiff. 

** The points discussed are briefly these: 1. If 
a slave be taken by his master to reside in a free 
State, and then, after a lapse of time, be brought 
back into a State which tolerates Slavery, can 
the slave claim freedom? 2. Are free people of 
colour citizens of the United States? 3. Was 
the exclusion of Slavery from the territory north 
and west of Missouri a constitutional enact- 
ment ? 

** Wee believe that the Court has not yet made 
public its decision in this case, and we therefore 
suspend our remarks upon it.” 
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